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GOD AND THE CREATURE.

TeE discussion of the Divine Attributes has preparesl
us for a universe that is not God, but brought into exist-

. ence by His power, and the object of His providential

conservation, care, and government. The two depart-
ments of our present subject are, therefore, the Creature
and Providence. The former will include all the several
orders of created nature; and the latter, the general
principles which are revealed as controlling their destiny :
in other words, the What and the Why of the universal
Creation of God.

THE CREATURE.

The creaturely universe, embracing immaterial intel-
ligences or angels, the world of material elements, and
man uniting the two in himeelf, owes its being to the act
of the Triune God, Whose will called it into existence.
The revelations of Scripture on this rubject may be dis-
tributed under the two heads of the Creator in regard to
the act of creation, and the several orders of the creatures
as the result of His creating act.

THE CREATOR.
Creation is in Scripture assigned to the One Almighty
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God, in the Trinity of His essence: the Son and the Holy
Spirit having the same special relation to the production
of all things which they afterwards bear to the redemption
of the world. The creating act displays the glory of the
Divine attributes, but freely as an act of will, and with the
diffusion of happincea as one end attained by the resources
of infinite wisdom. Absolute creation is the effect of
omnipotence ; but the origination of creaturely existence
is a mystery which is revealed for adoration only, no other
account being given or possible but the all-sufficiency of
the Creator. Secondary creation, or the Formation of the
material part of the universe into order, exhibits Divine
wisdom also and love as preparing the scene of Provi-
dence for all living creatures, of probation for all moral
intelligences, and of redemption for fallen man.



