REGENERATION. 6

privilege. But best of all in St. John : Behold . . . that ws SHOULD
BE CALLED and WK ARR the sons of God. In this however, as in all,
our Lord Himself gave the word : If the Son, therefore, shall make
you Jres, ye shail be free indeed; that is, by the possession of a
place among the children, and the children’s freedom. 17 God
were our Father, ye would love Me: here, as the context snows,
regeneration or the possession of new life is meant.

REGENERATION.

Regeneration is the final and decisive work wrought in
the spirit and moral nature of man when the perfect
principle of spiritual life in Christ Jesus is imparted by the
Holy Ghost. Many and various descriptions of this funda-
mental change are given in Scripture : showing its relations
to the several Persons of the Trinity, to the penitent faith
of the recipient, to the means employed in effecting it.
The best method of acquiring a clear view of the teaching
of the word of God on this subject is simpiy to arrange
and classify these descriptions.

I. The Divine Agent in the new life is the Holy Trinity,
Whose agency is that of generation and creation: each of these
terms being respectively the centre of a circle of phrases.

1. The Persons of the Sacred Trinity are Severally Agents. It
is said of the Father: Of His own will begai He u3 with the word of
truth. You hath He quickened. So God, generally, or God and the
Father ; Blessed be ie God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ . .
Who hath begoiten us again! The Son guickeneth whom He will
I am come that they might have life, and that they mighi have it more
abundanily, wepioodv: the higher, deeper, fuller life which is the
result of Christian regeneration, in contradistinction to the pre-
liminary life that precedes the new birth, as well as to the
imperfect privilege of the older economy. It is, however, the
adoption of sonship which is more expressly ascribed to the Son:
to them gave He power to become the sons of God by privilege who
were born of God. But the Holy Ghost is the specific Agent: as
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G THE ADMINISTRATION OF REDEMPTION.
the Administrator of redemption He is a quickening Spiril. Thas
which i3 born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit
ts spirii. There is no more exact translation of New-Testament
thought into ecclesiastical phrase than that which gave the
Holy Ghost the title : 6 rveipa o {woroidy, the Giver of life.

2. The Divine operation presents three general classes of terms,

.(1.) Some refer to generation. The simplest is that of begetting:
every one that loveth Him that begai, loveth him also thal is begoiien
of Him, vov yewjoavra. The idea is modified in St. Peter's
begotien us again, dvayerijoas. In one passage the mother's func-

. tion is used in the original, though disguised in the translation :

of His own will begat He us: dmeximaev, as before in ver. 15 the
same peculiar verb is employed, bringeth forth death. These are
united in the general word quickening: the Son quickeneth whom
He will, {worotet. 'This is modified again: quickened us together
with Christ. St. John's is & remarkable variation on the thought:
whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin ; for His seed remaineth
tn him. All these descriptions are very impressive as adopting
and applying to Christians the sacred language first used of the
ONLY BEGOTTEN GOD.

(2.) Many others refer to creation. St. James unites this idea
with the former : begat He us . . . that we should be a kind of first-
Sruits of His creatures. It is both creation, new creation, and the
secondary creation of renewal. If any man be in Christ he is a
new creature : xriows, creation or creature. He is crealed in Christ
Jesus undo good works. It is however a secondary creation, or reduc-
tion of the soul to order out of its chaos : by the renewing of the Holy
Ghost, dsaxawsoews. Here we must remember the analogy of the
genesis of all things at the beginning: there was an absolute
creation of matter, or calling that which was not into being ; and
there was the subsequent fashioning of that matter into forms
which constitute the habitable Cosmos. The latter is the creation
on which the Scripture most dwells: whether it regards the
physical or it regards the spiritual order. Just as the slecper is
dead and the dead is only asleep,—awake thou that sleepest, and arise
from the dead,—so the creation is only a renewal, while the renewal

(ol iii.10. is no less than s creation. The two sometimes are united. And

have put on the new man, rov véov, which is rencwed, Tov dvaxawovpevov.
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REGENERATION. 7

And be renewed in the spirit of your mind, dvavesbofar; and that ye
put on the new man, vov xawdv dvfpwmov, which after God is created
n righteousness and (rue holiness. It is well to note, without press-
ing too far, the distinction between the two forms, véos and xawds,
and their gombinations. The former refers to time: the new
man is entirely different from his FORMER self. The latter refers
to quality: the new man is different from his former SELF, and
the idea of a great change is more marked. In these passages the
creating act of God is regarded as a process issuing in the mew
character ; as a process in which He uses the co-operation of man.
But in another passage the creating idea is used rather of a defi-
nite act: for we are His workmanship, molypa, crealed in Christ
Jesys unto good works. We are saved apart from our own works,
through a new work of God, which prepares us for works which
then are good: good because they spring from a renewed nature,
are performed under the influence of the Holy Spirit, and for
ever renounce all claim to goodness independent of His grace.

II. As wrought in man, regeneration is described in many
ways: there is a greater variety of indirect and figurative defini-
tions of this blessing than of any other in the covenant of grace.

1. The terms indicating the spiritual birth take the lead.
Christians are born of God, éx Tot @coii ; they are children of God ;
they are born again, dvwbev, which is the same a8 from above : indeed
the expression has rather a local than a temporal meaning, and is
strictly from above, or from heaven, that is, born of God, according
to St. John’s interpretation in the epistle. As describing regenera-
tion it must have the preeminence, being our Lord’s own first and
only formal word on the subject. 'When He adds: the wind bloweth
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell
whence il cometh, and whither it goeth : so is every one that is born of
the Spirit, we are taught that the preliminary grace of the Holy
Ghost has its mysterious issue in the new birth of him who
has been born (6 yeyevmuévos, in the perfect, the completion of a
process). It is, as we have defined it, the full filial life. The
word distinguishes the new product from fhat which is born of the
flesh ; it is & maAiyyeveoia, and indicates the bestowment of a new
life according to the original idea of man in the Divine mind.

2. It is a resurrection from a state of death; from death, and

.
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8 THE ADMINISTRATION OF REDEMPTION.
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not merely a rising up generally from sin: as those that are alive
Jrom the dead. (1.) It is therefore the same man who was dead in
trespasses and sins; and the idea seems to be that the new man is
raised up within the old: to be nourished and grow while the
latter dies. This follows the analogy of our Lord’s words : ezccpf
a corn of wheat fall inlo the ground and die, & abideth alone. The
old nature is mortified with Christ and the new rises from it.
But the analogy in other respects fails. The true life of the spirit
is life in death, and death unto life ; but it is not the dissolution
of the new nature that feeds the new germ. (2.) Hence the
stricter view of this interior new birth is that of a resurrection in
the fellowship of the risen Saviour, and connects it with the fellow-
ship of His atoning death unto the condemnation of sin. In other
words the new life is the counterpart of the death to the law.
Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism inlo death that, like as
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so
we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted
logether in the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of
His resurrection. He thatis united to the Redeemer by faith, of which
baptism is the sign, is justified from sin ; but this cannot be with-
out a spiritual resurrection with Him, of which the rising out of
the water is the symbol, as descending into it is the symbol of the
former. In this passage regeneration is regarded rather as a
process following the instantaneous death: that the body of sin
might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. Hence the
expression, Reckon ye also yourselves[lo be] dead indeed unto sin, dut
alive unio God through Jesus Christ our Lord. The same instan-
taneous life with Christ, followed by the same death in lifo of
spiritual mortification, is taught in the Colossian epistle. And
you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath
He quickened together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses.
« « . Mortify therefore your members which are upon ihe earth. (3.)
Spiritual Circumcision therefore with Christ is another aspect of
the same truth. The uncircumcision of your flesh is spiritual death
a8 contrasted with dead ¢n your sins as the condemnation of the
law. And in this fulfilment of the symbol, in the taking away the
Joreskins of your heart, that inward circumcision which is that of the
heart, in the spirit, and not in the lelter, we have the New-Testament
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REGENERATION 9

sntitype of a large series of Old-Testament types of the future
regeneration.

8. It is the introduction into a new world. This follows from %Nﬂ'
the former : the children of this resurrection are quickencd or raised Rom?‘;x.d.
into newness of life. They have new tastes, appetites, dispositions,
senses adapted to a new state of things. Jf any man be in Chrisi, 2001‘ v.
Re is a new creature, old things are passed away; behold, all things Sma of
are become new. Of this change our Lord spoke when He said : Existence.
except o man be born of waler and of the Spirit ke cannot enier inlo the JOLR iii
kingdom of God. Christians, having ascended with Christ, sit in the Eph. i. 20.
Reavenly places; they are required therefore to set their affection Col. iii. 3.
on things above. This aspect of the new birth conjoins it with Illumina-
Tlumination. It is. Let there be light ! in the soul. For God who Gew: .
commanded the light to shine oul of darkness hath shined in our hearts: 2 Cor. iv.
which connects the New-Testament spiritual genesis, or palin- &
genesis, with the natural one of the Old Testament. 4
4. It is sharing,in a deeper sensc than any yct referred to,the  Life of
life of Christ. Our Lord at tho outset of His teaching spoke of Igg:i;:d.
that which is born of the Spirit : at the close He represented regene- John iii.o.
ration as being union with Himself: I am the Vine, ye are the John xv.
branches. Because I live ye shall live also. And, between these, He _ 5.
spoke of Himself, received by faith, as the life of the soul. Eacept J°03 Xiv-
ye cat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood ye have no life John vi.
in you. This is sometimes said to be Christ in you, and Christ o ‘153: -
formed in the nature. It is more than a federal fellowship in (g iv 19,
His death and life, such as results from faith in the common
Redeemer and exhibits regeneration in some sense as a corporate
blessing. It is the mystical communication of a certain Divine-
human virtue of the Saviour’s being which cannot be defined in
words. Thus we become partakers of the Divine nature. To this g Peteri.
referred one of those profound sayings which our Saviour uttered, 4.
without inﬁerpretation, to be pondered by His peopie for ever: I
am come that they mighi have iife, and that they might have it MORE, John x.
unpuwov, that, liks as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory Rom vi.4

of the Father, even 20 we also should walk in newness of life.

5. It is a new law established in the heart ; according to the Law with-
terms of the evangelical covenant: I will put My laws inlo their _ id-

Rearts, and in their minds will I wrile them. The law set up within
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is a definition of the new birth which connects it with Juntlﬁutlnn :
that the ngh!cousnm of the law might be fulfilled in us. Love is the

Rom. xiii, fulﬁllmg of the law. This also connects it with the Holy Spmt,
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not only with His agency, but with His indwelling : ths law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.

6. Lastly, regeneration is the renewal of man into the Divine
image. This specific view is certainly not peculiar to St. Paul;
but he gives it special prominence: the new man which is renewed
in knowledge aficr the image of Him that crealed him. A careful
study of these words yields much important truth. (1.) The
standard of the renewal is the original image in which man was
created. At the moment of the impartation of the new life that
image was restored, as is more directly affirmed in the parallel
passage, which after God is created, Tov xara ©cdv xriofévra: the
new man was once for all created anew; and the subsequent
knowledge, and holiness of truth, are the end for which it was
created. (2.) When St. Paul adds, where there is neither Greek nor
Jew . . . but Christ is all and in all, be tells us that the new creation
is specially related to Christ as the Archetype of this new image ;
which indeed was true of the original image that sin defaced,
but is now more fully revealed. (3.) While the mysterious
regenerating act was the restoration of that likeness, it is implied
that the renewal, for this is the term, is a process ever going on
towards completion. The pristine image was by one offence
marred ; but by many successive stages is it entirely restored.
We all with open Sace beholding (or receiving) as in a glass the glory
of ihe Lord are changed info ihe same image from glory to glory, even
as by the Spirit of the Lord. Thus the new image is gradually
retrieved ; the Holy Ghost is filling up and deepening the outline
continually ; and the regenerate life, like righteousness and sanctifi-
cation, has its issue in perfection. As the one regeneration leads
to a continuous renewal, so the one image re-cngraven leads to a
continuous transformation : de ye transformed by ihe renewing of your
mind. (4.) Once more, and this is of great moment, the object of
this change, or the subject of this renewal, is the whole spiritual
nature of man. Not his body; for its regeneration will be its
resurrection : e body is (and remains) dead because of sin, and must
undergo its penalty. Doomed as it is to dissolution it must be pre-
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REGENERATION. 1

sented in ceaseless oblation as the instrument of the spirit which s
life because of righteousness, laid on the altar of service for the
present and of hope for the future. But the spirit as the seat of
reason, or the immortal principle in man, and the soul, as the
same spirit linked with the phenomenal world by the body, are,
in all their complex faculties which are a unity in diversity,
brought under the regenerating power of the Holy Ghost. We
read that the natural man, Yuxwds dvfpwmos, receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God: that is, the man whose spirit is subdued to
the animal soul, soulish, having not the Spirit. But this does not

1 Cor. fi.
4.

Jude 19.

signify that the soul itself, apart from the spirit, is the only

defaulter : the spirit also is in the transgression; and the regene-
rate man becomes 6 mvevparwxds, he that is spiritual, only through
his spirit being inhabited by the Spirit Divine. Neither is the
soul without the spirit, nor the spirit without the soul, the seat of
gin or the subject of regeneration. It is man who is renewed. (5.)
Lastly, regeneration is therefore not the removal of anything in-
fused by sin into the essence of the spirit or soul. It is not said
that we receive a new nature : though no language is more com-
mon than this, it must be very carefully restricted and guarded.
Partakers of the Divine nature we are; but as received into our
own nature renewed. The heart is the man, the seif ; and. the
Ppromise i8, a new heart also will I give you.

7. We cannot review these various aspects of the new life with-
out being impressed with the feeling that it is in some sense the
central blessing of the Christian covenant. Justification is unto life,
and this life is devoted to God in sanctification. But the life, as
the life is in Jesus,is thc unity of all. I am ihe Way, the Truth, and
THE LIFE. The last book of the New Testament teiis us that all
its teaching concentres in ike Word of Life, wept Tob Adyov Tijs Lurjs :
this testimony revolves again in its last accents: fhis s the frus
God and eternal life, words which ciosely follow St. John's last and
most striking summary of the entire doctrine of the mew birth,
Whosoever is born of God, & yeyervypévos & Tob @eod, is he that is be-
gotten of God, 5 yarnbeis ix Tod @eob ; he sinneih not but keepeih
himself : the whole worid around him lieih in ihe #icked One ; but he,
or rather we, are in Him ihat i3 true, even IN His SoN JEsus

CHRrIST. Thus the Bible cioses with all the elements of the doo-
VYour. III.--2
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12 THE ADMINISTRATION OF REDEMPTION.

trine of Regeneration. It is the Divine begetting of the filial life
of Christ in us: thus it is once for all. It is the progressive life
which regarded in its perfected ideal cannot sin: thus it is the
renewal into a finished birth. And it is that very eternal life
which, begun on earth, will be consummated in heaven.

III. Regeneration is described with reference to the mecans
employed in the economy of grace. The Divine act is always
represented in connection with instrumentality. God begets by
the word of truth ; our Lord gives His life, and not only sustains
it, in the eating and drinking of Himself; the Holy Spirit in-
strumentally regenerates through the ordinance or sacrament of
baptism. These points we need only now indicate briefly: they
will be more fully discussed when we reach the Means of Grace
and the Sacraments.

1. The Word of God is the instrument and power of regeneration.

(1.) Not as the absolute authoritative voice which calls into
new life, but as the truth which is applied to the understanding

" and to the feelings, and through them to the will. It is the word
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of conviction or reproof in the preliminary process: the reproof
in the understanding which enforces on the sinner the Lord’s
word Ye must be born again, which excites in the heart a pro-
found sense of need and desire for the true life of the soul, and
thus prepares the spirit, unregenerate as yet, but animated by the
preliminary life of repentance, for the full power of regencration.
This influence of the truth is sometimes regarded as a fruit of the
new birth: it is really a preparation for it.

(2.) It is the instrument, further, as it is the vehicle of the pre-
sentation of the Saviour Himself, the Truth, the supreme Object
of trust. Embraced by the faith which is at once the last act
of the unregenerate and the first act of the regenerate soul, He
becomes the Life as well as the Truth, Of the word which offers
and conveys the quickening Lord it is said by St. Peter that it is the
incorrupiible seed ; though St. John means more by a seed of God
that remaineth in the human spirit. In St. James it is the engrafted
word: where we have a remarkable variation on the ordinary
language of Scripture. Not we are engrafted into the Vine ; but
the Vine is engrafted into us: rather the Divine word with its
doctrine is inserted into the nature for regeneration.
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ADOPTION. 13

(3.) But, more generally still, it is the Word of God which is
the instrument of every Divine operation in the human heart:
man shall not live by bread alome, but by every word that proceedeth
oud of the mouth of God. The word is His sovereign and gracious
will. As it is not the bread which sustains the life, but the
Divine virtne of the bread, so it is not the preaching or the sacra-
ment but the Divine virtue in both which imparts the life. Every
energy of God from heaven at last goes back to His word.

2. Baptism, also, as the sacrament of the new birth, or rather
of the soul’s entrance into Christ, gives regeneration both a special
name and a special character. The baptism with the Holy Ghost is
one of its definitions. The rite is the washing of regemeration,
Aovrpdy, the bath. It is the symbol of the putting away of sin,
and in this is like its precursor, circumcision. This latter sym-
bolised by the cutting off a portion of the natural body the de-
struction of the dody of sin. Baptism, a gentler rite, symbolises
the entrance into Christ, in His death and life: not the washing
away of sin only, which refers to its relation to justification or
forgiveness. It is the pledge of the gift of regeneration, abiding
in the church: the symbolical laver which for ever assures of the
invisible flowing of the Fountain opened . . for sin and for uncleanness.
So long as the evangelical Aovrpdv is in the Christian sanctuary, so
long is there regeneration for all its members. It also seals it to
the believer, whether as a gift already imparted, as given in conjune-
tion with the rite, or to be fully given hereafter. Its close con-
nection with the blessing of which it is the sacramental symbol is
exhibited throughout the New Testament : from our Lord’s words,
except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God, which must not be emptied of their meaning,
through the teaching and practice of the Acts of the Apostles,
down to St. Paul's last words to Titus already quoted. The
water in the doctrine of Christ becomes the laver in the Apostle’s
teaching.

ADOPTION.

Adoption is the term occasionally used io signify the
Divine declaratory act by which those who are accepted in
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