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~ Serious Thoughts®
Upon the PERSEVERANCE of the'
SAINTS.

1 g ANY large Volumes have been ala
| ready publithed on this important Sub

‘je&. But the very Length of them
makes them hard to be underftood, or even pur- .
chafed by common Readers. A fhort, plain Treae
tife on this Head, is what ferious Men have long .
defired, and what is here offered to thofe whom
Gobp has endowed with Love and Meeknefs of
Wifdom,

2. By the Saints I underftand, Thofe who are
holy or righteous, in the Judgment of Gop him-
felf : Thofe who are endued with the Faith that
purifies the Heart, that produces a good Confci-
~ence : Thofe who are grafted into the good Olive-
tree, the f{piritual invifible Church: Thofe who
are Branches of the true Vine, of whom Curist
fays, I am the Vine, se are the Branches: Thofe
who fo effe@ually know CurisT, as by that
Knowledge to have efcaped the Pullutions of the
World : Thofe who fee the Light of the Glory of
Gop in the Face of Jesus Curist, and who
have been made Partakers of the Hovr v
GuosT, of the Witnels and the Fruits of

A2 the
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‘the Spirit : Thofe. who live by Faith in the
Son of Gop : Thofe who are fandtified by the
Blood of the Covenant : Thofe to whom all, or
any of thefe Charadters belong, I mean by the
Term Saints.

3. Can any of thefe fall away ? By falling away
we mean'not barely falling into Sin. This, it is
granted, they may. But can they fall sotally # Can
any of thefe fo fall from G o b, as to perith ever-
Taftingly ?

4- Lam fenfible, either Side of this Queftion, i
attended with great Difficulties : Such as Reafon a-
lone could never remove. Therefore to the Law
and to the Teftimony.  Let the living Oracles de-
cide: And if thefe fpeak forus, we neither feek nor
want farther Witnefs.

5. On this Authority, I believe, a Saint may fall
away ; that one who is holy or righteous, in the

. Judgment of Gop himfelf may neverthelefs {o fall
from Gop, asto perifh everlaftingly.

I. For thas faith the Lorp, * When the rrgb!h
ous turneth away from bis Rightcoufnefs, and com-
wisttcth Iniguity, in bis Trefpafs that be bath tref-
paffed, and in bis Sin that he bath finned, in thew
Soall be die.

_That this is to be underftood of eternal Death,
appears from the 26th Verfe :

When a righteous Man turneth away from /) is
Righteoufnefs and committeth Iniquity, and dieth in
-them, (here is temporal Death,) for bis Iniquity
that be hath dime, be fball die: Here is. Death
eternal.

It

® Exck, xviii. 24.
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Ic appears farther from the whole Scope of the
Chapter, which is to prove, * Tbe Soul that finneth,
4t ball die. i

If you fay, ¢ the Soul here means the Body : " I

_anfwer, that will die whether you fin or no.

6. Again, thus faith the Lorp, + When 1 fball
Jfay to the Righteous, that be fball furely live, if be
trafts to bis own Righteoafnefs, (yea, or to that Pro-
‘mife as abfolute and unconditional) and commiiteth
Mniguity, all kis Righteoufuefs fball not be remem-
bred, but for bis Iniguity that be bath committed fball
be die. ~ o

Again, + When the Righteous turneth from bis
" Righteoufnefs and committeth Iniquity, be fball cven
die thereby, '

Therefore one who is holy and righteous, in the
Judgment of Gop himfelf, may yet fo fall asto -
perith everlaftingly. '

_ 7. But how is this confiftent with what Gop -
declared elfewhere, § If bis Children forfake my .
Law and walk not in my Judgments —— I will wifit.
‘their Offences with the Rod, and their Sin awith
Scourges. Newerthelefs my loving Kindnefs awill I not
utterly take from him, mor Suffer my Truth to fail.
My Covenant will 1 not break, mor alter the Thing
that is gone out of my Lips : 1 have fworn.once by
my Holinefs, that I aill not fail David.

I anfwer, There is no Manner of Inconfiften
cy between one Declaration and she other. The--
Prophet declares ' the juft Judgment of Gop -
againft every righteous Man who falls frem: his
Righteoufnefs. The Pfalmift declares-f| sbe old

) A Joving
® Ver. 4. +c. 33 v.13. 1v.18. § Plalm
€9 v.31—34. || v. 48. 21, 22,30
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Joving Kindneffes ahich GOD favare anto David in
bis Truth. 1 bave found, faith he, David my Ser-
want, with my holy Oil bawe I ancinted bim. My
Hand (ball bold bim faft, and my Arm ball firengthen
bim — His Seed alfo will I make to endure for ever,
and bis Throne as the Days of Heaven. It follows,
® But if bis Children forfake my Law and awalk not
sn my Fudgments— Newverthelefs my lowing Kindnefs
awill I not utterly take from bim, nor fuffer my Truth
20 fail. My Covenant will I not break. 1awill not
Jail David. His Seed foall endure for every and bis
Throne as the Sun before me.

May not every Man fee, That the Covenant here .
Tpoken of, relates wholly to Dawid and his Seed or
Children ? Where then is the Inconfiftency between
the moft abfolute Promife made to a particular Fa-
‘mily ; and thatfolemn Account which God has here
given of his Way of Dealing with all Mankind ?

Befides, the very Covenant mentioned in thefe -
‘Words is not abfolute, but conditional. The Con-
dition of Repentance in cafe of forfaking Gop’s
Law, was implied, tho’ not expreft. And foftrong- -
1y implied, that this Condition failing, not being
performed, Gop did alfo fzi/ David. He 4id ai-
ser the Thing that kad gone out of bis Lips, and yet
without any Impeachment of his Truth. He 4 -
abhorred and forfook bis Anionted, the Seed of Da-

- @wid, whofe Throne, if they had repented, fhould
have been as the Days of Heaves. He did § break
the Covenant of his Servant, and caft bis Crown
to the Ground. So vainly are thefe Words of the
P/almift brought to contradi& the plain, full Tefti-
mony of the Prophet.

* Ver ) 8 Nor

2 Ver.3n, & tv.37. §v.38.
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8. Nor is there any Contradi®ion between this -
Telimony of Gop by Ezekiel, and thofe Words -
which he fpake by Feremink: 1 have loved thee
avith an everlafling Love ; therefore avith loving
Kindnefs havve 1 drawn thee. For, do thefe Words -
affert, That no righteous Man ever. turns fromi his :
Righteoufnefs ? No fuch Thing. ']jheydo not touch
the Queftion, but fimply declare Gon’s Love to the
7e-w:/b Church. To fee this in the - cleareft Light,- .
you need only read over the whole Sentence. +.47 -
the fameTime, faith the LORD, T aill be the GODsf
all the Families of Ifrael, am‘fb?y]lml/ be my People. -
Thus faith the LORD, the People akich awere left of
the Saword, frund Grace in the Wildernefs, ewek Ifrael, ©
avhen I caufed him to reff. The LORD bark appeared
of old unto me, faith the Prophet, fpeaking in the *
Perfon of [frael, faying, I bave loved thee awith an
Everlafling Love, therefore awith loving Kindnefs '
bave I drawn thee. Agzain Iwill build thee, and thou
Soalt be built, O Vi gin of Ifrael. :
Suffer me here to obferve once for all, a Fallacy *
which is conftantly ufed, by almoft all Writers on
this Point. They perpetually beg the Quettion by
applying to particular Perfons, Affertions or Pro-
phccies, which relate only to the Church in gene- "
ral: And fome of them only to the Fewib Chuich
and Nation, as diftinguithed from all other People.
If you fay, “But it was particularly revealed to
me, That Gop had loved m¢ with an everlafting
Love:™ I anfwer, Suppofe it was, (which migh -
bear a Difpute) it proves no more, at the moft, than -
that you in perticular fhall perfevere : But does not
. aﬁe& -
+ Ch, 31, v.1,2, 3 4. .
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. afle@t the General Queflion, Whether others fhall,

Ve

or fhall not ? .

.. Secondly, One who is endued with the Faith
that purifies the Heart, that produces a good Confci- _
ence, may neverthelefs fo fall from Gob, as to pe-
rih everlaftingly. : )

For thus faith the infpired Apoftle, * War a good
Warfare, bolding Faith and a good Confeience, awhich
Jome baving put away, concerning Faith bave made
Shipawreck.

Obferve, 1. Thefe -Men (fuch as H_ymneu: and
Alexander) had once the Faith that purifies the Heart,
that produces a good Confcience, which they once
"had, or they could not have put it away.

'Obferve, 2. They made Shipwreck of the Faith,
which neceffarily implies the total and final Lofs of
it. For a Veflel once wreck’d can never be reco-
vered. Itis totally and finally lof.

And the Apottle himfelf, in his fecond Epiftle to
Timothy, mentions one of thefe two as irrecoverably
loft. + Alexander, {ays he, did me mich evil: The
LORD fball rewward bim according to bis Works. .

Therefore one who is indued with the Faith that
purifies the Heart, that produces a good' Confci.
ence, may neverthelefs fo fall from Gop, as to pe-
rith everlattingly.

10, * But how can this be reconciled with the
Words of our Lorp,He that believeth foall be faved.

‘Do you think thefe Words mean, Ae that believes
at this Moment, Jball cestainly and inevitably e
Javed P .

If this Interpretation be good, then by all the

" Rales of Speech, the other Part of the Sentence muft

" mean,
* 1 Tim, 1.xi%, 20. + 2 Tim. iv. 14.

.
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mean, ¢ that does not beliewe at this Moment, A4/}
certainly and inevitably b¢ dammed. »

Therefore that Interpretation cannot be good:
The plain Meaning then of the whole Sentence is;
He that believeth, if he continue in Faith, fall b¢
Jawved; hethat believeth not, if he continues in Un-
belief, /ball be damned.
 11. “ Butdoes not Cur1sT fay elfewhere, * He
that belieweth bath ewerlafling Life ? And § He that
believeth on bim that fent me, hath ewverlafting Lire,
and fball wot come into Condemnation, but is paffed
Srom Death unto Life.”

I anfwer, 1. The Love of Gop is everlafling
Life. It is, in Subflance, the Life of Heaven. Now
every one that believes, loves Gop ; and therefore

~ bath everlafiing Life. -

2. Every one that believes is therefore pafed fi onk
Deatb, fpiritual Death, unto Life ; And

3. Shall not come ints Condemnation, if he endur
cth in the Faith unto the End: According to our
Lorp’s own Word, He that endureth to the End,

Sall be faved: § And werily I fay unto you, if a
Man keep my Saying, be fhall never fee Death. '

12. Thirdly, Thofe who are graft¢d into the good

Olive tree, the fpiritual, invifible Church may ne-

- verthelefs fo fall from Gov, as te perith everlaftingly.
For thus faith the Apottle, || Some of the Branches

" are broken off, and thouart grafted in among them,
raxd with them partakef of the Root and Fatnefs of
the Olive-tree. .
Be nst high-minded but fear 2 1If GOD fpared not
the natural Branches, take beed leaft be fpare not thee:
_ Bebold

* Fbniii. 36} c. 6. v. 24. § Fobn vii. §1.
[ Rom. xi. 17, 20, 21, 22.
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* Bebold the Goodnefs and. Sewverity of GOP | On
them which fell Severity 5-but towards thee Goodnefs,
if thou continue in bis Goodnefs ; otherwife thou foalt
be cut off.

We may obferve here, 1. The Perfon fpoken td;
were atually grafted into-the Olive-tree :

2. This Olive-tree is not barely the ontward, vi-
fible Church, but the Invifible, confifting of holy
Believers. So the Text. * If the firff Fruit be boly,
the Lump is boly 5 and if the Root be holy, fo are the
. Branches. And, Becaufe of Unbelief they were broken
offs and thou flandefl by Faith.

. % Thefe holy Believers were flill liable to be cut
off from the invifible Church, into which they were
then grafted :

4 Here is not the leaft Intimation of thofe who
were fo cut off, being ever grafted in again.

Therefore thofe who are grafted into the good O-
live-tree, the fpiritual, invifible Church, may never-
thelefs fo fall from Gon, as to perith everlaftingly.

13. “ But how does this agree with the 2gth
Verfe, The Gifts and Calling of GOD are wtbout
Repentance ?

The preceding Verfe fheweth : As tcuching the
Eletion (the unconditional Ele&tion of the Feawifs
Nation) they are belowed for the Father's Sake : For
the Sake of their Fore-fathers. It follows (in proof
of this, That they are beloved for the Father's Sake,
that Gop has ftill Bleflings in Store for the Fewif
Nation) For the Gifts and Calling of GOD, are
avithout Repentance: For Gop doth not repent
of any Bleffings he hath given them, or any Privi-
leges he hath called them to. The Words here re-

ferred
* Ver, 16. '
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ferred to, were originally. fpoken with a peculiar
Regard to thofe national Blefings. * GOD is not
a Man, that ke fBould lie, neither the Son qf Man,
that be foould repent.

14. “ But do not you hereby make Gon change-

-able? Whereas + awith him is no wariablenefs, nei-
ther Shadow of turnizg 2 By no means, Gob is
anchangeably holy. Therefore he always loveth
Righteoufnefs and bateth Iniquity. He is unchange-
ably Good. Therefore he pardoneth all that repens.
and believe the Gofpel. And he is unchangeably
juft; therefore he rewardeth every Man according.
#0 bis Works. But all this hinders not his refiting
when they are proud, thofe to whom he gave Grace
when they were humble. Nay, his unchangeable-
nefs itfelf requires, that if they grow high minded,
Gonp fhould cut them off: That there fhould be a
proportionable Change in all the Divine Difpen-,
fations toward them.

15. < But how then is Gop faithful? I anfwer,
in fulfilling every Promife which he hath made, to
all to whom it is made, all who fulfil the Condition

" of that Promife. More(particularly, 1ft, § GOD
is faithful in that be avill not fuffer you to be tempted
abowe that you are able to bear. 2d, 1 The LORD
is faithful, to flablifp and kep you from ewil (if
you-put your Truft in him) from all the evil which
you might otherwife fuffer, thra’ snreafonable and
avicked Men, 3. || Quench not the Spirit ; bold faft
that awbich is good ; abfiain from all appearance of
wxl And your awhole Spirity Soul and Body iha;l
e

* Numb. xxiii. 1g. 1- Famesi. 17, §1Cor. x.
13. 1 2 Thef. i, 2, 3. | & Thef; vi 19, &
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Be pr:/nmd blamelsfs, unto the coming of our Lord
FESUS CHRIST. Faitbful is ke that calleth yow,
wwho alfo will do it. 4. Be not difobedient unto the
heavenly Calling, and * GOD is faithful by avhors:
ye awere called, to confirm you unto the end, that ye
wmay be blamelefs, in the Day of our Lovd FESUS
CHRIST. * Yet notwithftanding all this, unlefs you
fulfil the Condition, you cannot attain the Promife.

. “Nay, but are not a// the Promifes yea and A-
men 2 Theyare. They are firm as the Pillars of
Heaven. Perform the Condition : And the Promife
is fure.. Believe, and thou fhalt be faved.

¢¢ But many Promifes are abfolute and uncondi-

tional.” In many, the Conditiop is not expreft.
But this does not prove, there is none implied. No
Promifes can be expreft, in a more abfolute Form,
than thofe above cited from the 8gth Pfalm. And
yet we have feen a Condition was implied even
there, tho’ none was expreft,

. 16. “ But there is no Condition either expreit or
¢¢ implied, in-thofe Words of St. Pau/, | I am
“ perfuaded that neither Death,. nor Life, nor Height.
¢ nor Deprls, nor any Creature, fball be able to fo-
 parate us from the Love of GOD, avhich is in.
# CHRIST ¥ESUS our LORD.”

. Suppofe thexe is not (which will bear a Difpute)
yet what will this prove ? Juft thus much, that the
Apoftle was at that Time fully perfuaded of his.
own Perfeverance. And I doubt not, but many.
Beliavers at this Day, have the very fame Perfua-
fion,. termed in Scripture, the full Affurance of
Hope But tlus docs not prove, that every Be-

: liever

* 1 Corii.8 9. § Rem.viii.- 38, 39.
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Tiever fhall perfevere : Any more than that, every

Believer is thus fully perfuaded of his Perfeverance.

IV. 17. Fourthly, Thofe who- are Branches of’
the true Vine, of whom CurisT fays, Iam the

Vine, yeare the Branches, may neverthelefs {o fall

from Gop, as to perifh evetlatlingly. i

For thus faith our Blefled Lor b himfelf, Jam the

_ true Vine, and my Father is the Hufbandman.

Ewery Branch in me that beareth mot Fruit, be

taketh ic awmy. R . : .

" Iam the Vine, ye are the Branches. If a Man
abide not in me, be is caft forth as a Branch, and
is withered, and Men gather them and caft them into.
the Fire, and they are burmed. - C

Here we may obferve, 1. The Perfons fpoken of,
were in CHRIST, Branches of the true Vine ¢~

2. Some of thefe Branches abide not in CBRIST;
but the Father taketh them aways; B

3. The Branches which abide not are caft forth,
caft out from CrrisT and his Church:

4. They arenot only eaft forth but qitbered s
confequently never grafted in again. Nay, . -

* 5. They are not ouly caf forth and vithered,
but al{o caff into the Fire. . And ~ . .~ . -

6. They * are burned. - It is not poflible for
Words more ftrongly to declare, that even- thofg
who are now Branches in the true Vine, may yet

* fofall, asto perith everlattingly. e

18. By this clear, indifputable Declaration of
ourLor D, we may interpret thofe which mightbe -
otherwife liable to difpute : Wherein it is certain,
what ever he meant befide, he did not mean to

"B contradi

\ ' : C‘ro io 8)9; N v
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contradict himfelf. For Example, * This is the Fas
ther's Will, that of all wbich be bath given ine 1
Joould lofe nothing. Mot fure ; all that GOD bath
given him, or (as it is expreft in the next Verfe)

évery one which believeth on bim, namely, to the
end, he will raife up at the laft Day, to rengn w:th
him for ever.

Again, * Iam the living Bread —If any Ma.
g4t of this Bread (by Faith) be Balllive for ever.
True; if he continue to eat thereof. And who can
doiibtof it. - *

* Again, 1 My Slmﬁ Irear my /am, aud 1 knoww
#hem, and théy follow me. And I give ynto them.
eternal Life s and they fball never perifb, ambgn
@all any plack them out of my Hand. -~

In the precedmg Text, the Condition is only
jmplied. In this it is plainly expreft, They are
my Sheep, that bear my Veice, that follow mein all
Holinefs, And, if ye do thefe Things, ye fball never
JSall. None fhall pluck you out of my Hand:. -
* Again, + Having loved bis own which awere in
the World, be loveth. them unto the End. Hawving
bwved ‘bis own, namely the Apoftles, (as the very
next Words, awhich were in the' World, evidently,
thew) be loved them unto the End-of his Lnfe, and
mamfeﬁed that Love.to the Laft.

1. Once more, || Holy Fatber, keep tém:gb
thine own Name tboﬁ avbom thon bafl gmm! me, that
they may ‘be one, aswe are one.

Great Strefs has beenlaid upon this Text: And

| itis has been heance inferved, That all by whom

the

* Ver. si. fc 10, v. 27, 28, 29. | Fobn
xiii, 1. Jch. 17, v, 11,
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the Father 4ad given bim (a Phrafe frequently é¢-
curing in this Chapter) muﬂ: infallibly perfevere to
the End.

- And yet in the very next Vetfe, our Lonn him-
felf declares, That one of thofe whom the Father
bad given bim, did not perfevere unto the End, but
pen(hed everlaftingly.

"His own Wordsare; + Thofe that thou gaveff
me, I have kept, and none of them is lof, but the
Son of Perdition.

So one even of thefe was finally Ioft ! A Demon-
ftration that the Phrafe Thofe ahom thou bafl given
me, fignifies here (if not in moft other Places too)
the twelve Apoftles and them only.

20. On this Occafion, I cannot but obferve an-

other common Inftance of begging the Queftion,
* of taking for granted, what ought to be proved:
It is ufually laid down, as an indifputable Truth,
that whatever our Lorp fpeaks to, or of his Apof-
tles, is to be applied to all Believers. But this
cannot be allowed by any who impartially fearch
the Scriptures. They cannot allow, without clear
and particular Pro:f, that any one of thofe Texts,
which related primarily to the Apoftles (as all Mea
grant) belong to any but them.

V. 21. Fifthly, Thofe who fo effetually know
CHrIsT, as by that Knowledge to have efcaped
the Pollutions of the World, may yet fall back in-
to thofe Pollutions, and perifh everlaftingly.

For thus faith the Apoftle Peter, * If afm' they
bawe efeaped the Pollutions of the World, thro* the

. . B2 . Known

+ Ver. 12. * 2 Pet.ii. 20, 21.
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Ruowledge of the Lord and Saviowr FESUS
€ HRIST, (the only pofiible Way of efcaping
them) they are again intangled thercin and over-
come, the latter End is avorfe awith them than the
Beginning.

For it bad been better for them, not to baw known
t5e Way of Righteoufnefs, than after they bad known
it, fo turn from the boly Commandment d:lwmd
unto them.

That the Knowledge of the Way of Righteoufness,
which they had attained, was an inward, experi-
aental Knowledge, is evident from that other Ex-
preflion, They had efcaped the Pollutions of the
World : An Expreflion parallel to that in the pre=

eeding Chapter. + Hawing efcaped the Corrupti- -

omavhich is in the World. And in both Chapters,
this Effe&t is .afcribed to the fame Caufe : Termed
in the firlt, The Knowledge of him awbo bath called
us to Ghory and Virtue; in the fecond, meore
explicitly, the Knowledze of the Lord and Saviour,
FESUS CHRIST. :

And yet they loft that experimental Knowledge
of CurisT and the Way of Righteoufnefs : They
fell back into the fame Pollutions they had efcap-
ed ; and were again intangled therein and over-
come.  They turned from the holy Commandment de-
divered to them, fo that their letter End avas worfe -
than their Beginning.

Therefore thofe who fo effetually know Curisr,
as by that Knowledge to have efcaped the Polluti-
ons of the World, may yet fall back into thofe Pol-
lations and . perith everluttingly.

22. And
+ 2 Pess il 4.
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" 23. And this is perfe@tly confiftent with St. Pe-
ser's Words, in the firft Chapter of kris former Epif-
tle: Who are kept by the Power of GOD tbro® Faith
anto Salvation. Undoubtedly fo are all they who
ever attain eternal Salvation. It is the Power of
Gep only, and not our own, by which we are kept
one Day or one Hour.

. VL 23. Sixthly, Thofe who fee the Light of the
Glory of Gop in the Face of Jesus ‘CHRIST,
and who have been made Partakers of the Hory
GuosT, of the Witnefs and the Fruits of ghe Spi-
rit; may neverthelefs fo fall from Gob, as to pe=
rith everlaftingly. o :

. For thus faith the infpiredWriter to the Hebrews,
& It is impoffible for thofe ko avere once inlighten-
¢d, and bawve tafied of the beavenly Gift, and were
made Partakers of the Holy Ghofi— If they fall
away, to renev them again to Repentance Seeing
they crucify to themfelves the Son of GOD afrefty
and put him to an open Shame. ’

Mutt not every unprejudiced Perfon fee, ‘the Ex-
preflions here ufed, are fo frong and clear, that they

" cannot without grofs and palpable Wyefting, beun-
derftood of any but true Believers
- They avere once inlightened : An Exprefiion fa-
miliar with the Apoftle, and never by him applied
te any but Believers. So, The GOD of our Lord
5§ ESUS CHRIST, give unto you the Spirit of Wif-
 dom and Revelation.— The Eyes of your Underfland-
ing being inlightened, that ye may knogw avhat is the
Hope of bis. Calling — And.avbat.is the exceeding
Greatnefs of bis Gloryy 1o us avard that belicve.

.. . .B3 . . So
#* Ch. 6. v. 4. 5. Epbef.1.17,18,19°
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Bo again, * GOD who commanded the Light 16
Soine out Darknefs , hath thined into our Hearts, to
&ive the Light of the Knoawledge of ‘the Glory of®
GOD in the Face of FESUS CHRIST. This is 3'
Light which no Unbelievers have. They are utter
Strangers to fuch Infightning. ¥ The GOD of sbis

. Werld bath blinded the Minds of them awbich believe
,mot, leff the Light of the Glorions Gifpel of

CHRIST, bouldbine unto them. ,
 They had tafied of the Ecavenlj Gift (emphiatical-
Iy fo called) and awere made Partakers of the Ho-
Y GuosT. So St. Peter likewife couples themto !
gether : T Be baptized for the Remiffion of Sins, and
ge foall receive the Gift of the Hory Guest :
Whereby the Love of Gop was thed abroad in
their Hearts, with all the other Fraits of the Spi-
rit. Yea, it is remarkable, ‘that our Forp him-
felf, in his grand Commiffion to St. Pax/ (te which
the Apoftle probably alludes in thefe Words) coms
prizes all thefe three Particulars. § 1/end thee to open
?hir' Eyes,. and to turn them from Darknef; to Lighe,
and from the Power of Satan unto GOD, ( here
contra&ted into that one Expreflion, They aere in-
lightened) that they may receive Forgimvenefs of Sing
{The beaverh Gifs) and an Inberitance among
them which are fanfified ; which are made Pap-
takers of the HOLY GHOST, of all the fantifying
Influences of the Spirit. ; ,
- The Expreflion, They tafted of 2he beavenly Gife,
3 taken from the Pfalmift, * Tafe. and fer that the
‘LORD is gord.  Asif he had faid, Be ye as affurcd
*2Coar.iv. 6. + v. 4. 43 ii. 38. .
%6.v.i8, * B/al-rtn xx:iv. :g S 3
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of his Love, as of any thing you fee with your Eyes:
And let the Affurance thereof be fweet to your Soul
as Honey is to your Tongue. :

And yet thofe who had been thus inkightened, had
tafled this Gift, and beenthus Partakers of the HO~
LY GHOST, fo fell away, that it was impe/fible to

" #emew them again to Repentance. -
* ¢ But the Apoftle only. makes aSuppoﬁuon, {f
shey foall fall away.”

¥ anfwer, The Apoﬁle makes no Suppofition at
all. Thereis no if in the Original. The Words
4re, "Advddor 7Y dwat QulSilas — x5 wapumm'lu;.
That is, in plain Englifb, It is impoffible to reneww

- @gain unto Repentance, thofe who aese once inlight
ened and have fallen away - Therefore they mu&
perith everlattingly.

24. “ But if fo, then farewel all my Com-
fort.”

- Then your Comfort depends on a poor Foundan— '
on. My Comfort flands not on any Opinion, ei-
ther that a Believer can, or cannot fall away, not
on the Remembrance of any thing wrought in me
2eflerday; but on what is 7o-day : On my prefent
Knowledge of Gop in CurssT, reconciling me to
himfelf. On'my mow beholding the Light of the

- Glory of Gop, in the Face of Jesus Christ 3
Walking in the Light, as he is in the Light, and
having Fellowfhip with the Father and with the
Son.. My Comfort is, that thro’ Grace I now be-

. Keve in the Lorp Jesus CurisT; and that his

 8Spirit doth bear Witnefs with my Spirit, that }am
3 Child of Gop. I take Comfort in this and this
oaly, That I fee Jesus at the right Hand of
Goo ;



D IRy

e e o i N

[20]
Gon ; that I perfonally, for myfelf, and not for
another, have an Hope full of Jmmortality ; that
I feel the Love of Gop fhed abroad in my Heart,
being crucified to the World, and the World cru-

“cified to me. My Rejoicing is this, the Teftimony

of my Confcience, thatin fimplicity and godly
Sincerity, not with flethly Wifdom, but by the
Grace of Gob, I have my Converfation in the
World.
* Go and find, if you can, a more folid Joy, a
more blifsful Comfort, on this Side Heaven. But
this Comfort ‘is not fhaken, be that Opinion true
or falfe ; whether the Saints in general canor can-
not fall, , :

If you take up with any Comfort fhort of this,
you lean on the Staff of a broken Reed, which not .

only will not bear your Weight, but will enter in-

to your Hand and pierce you.

" 25, Seventhly, Thofe who live by Faith, may
yet fail from Gop and perifh everlaftingly.

For thus faith the fame infpired Writer, * The -
Tuft fball live by Faith; but if any Man draw
back, my Soul fhall bawve no Pleafure in him. The
Fuf, the juftified Perfon, fall liwe by Faith, even
now fhall he live the Life which is hid with
Cbrift in Gop : And if he endure .unto-the End,
he fhall live with Gop for ever. But if any Man
draaw back, faith the Lo, amy Soul /ball bave no
Pleafure in bim : Thatis, I will utterly caft him
off ; and 4ccordingly the drawing back here fpoken
of, is termed in the Verfe immediately following,
darwing back to Perdition.

* Hib. x. 38,

¢ But
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* But the Perfon fuppofed to draw back is not the
fame with him that is faid to live by Faith.”

I anfwer, 1. Who is it then ? Canaiy Man draw
back from Faith who never came toit? But

2. Had the Text béen fairly tranflated, there had
been no Pretence for this Objc&ion. For the Origi- :
nal runs thus: 0 dxarog i wigews srodlas xas iav
dworsiatlai.— If & Sxaiog 2he Jul Man that lives by
Faith (fo the Expreffion neceffarily implies, there
being no other Nominative to the Verb) draws
back my Soul foall hawe no Pieafure in'bim.

¢ But the Apottle adds, #'¢ are not of them awho
draw back unto Perdition.” And what will you
infer from thence ? This is fo far from contradiét-
ing what has been obferved before, that it mani-
feftly confirms it. It isa farther Proof, that there
are thofe who draw back unto Ferdition, although
the Apoftle was not of that Number. Therefore
thofe who live by Faith, may yet fall from Gobp
and perifh everlaftingly.

26. * But does not Gop fay ta every one that
lives by Faith, I will never leave thee nor forfake
thee ?

- The whole Sentence runs thus. * Let your Con-

werfation be awithout Covetoufnefs, and be content |
awith. fuch Things as ye have s for be bath faid, 1

avill neer leawe thee nor forfake thee. True, pro-

vided your Converfation be without Covetounefs, and

ye ke content awith fuch Things as ye have. Then

you may baldy fay, The Lord is my Helper, and 1

will not fear awhat Man fball do unto me.

Do you not fee, 1. That this Promife, as here

-vecited, relates wholly to Temporal Things? 2.
That
* Heb, 13, 5,
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'That even thas taken, itis not abfolute but cordi-
tional, and 3. That the Condition is exprefly men-
tioned in the very fame Sentence ?

27. Eighthly, thofe who are fan&ified by the
Blood of the Covenant, may fo fall from Gop as
to perifh everlaftingly. '

For thus again faith the Apoftle, * If awe fin wil-
Iully, after awe bawe received the Knowledge of the
Truth, there remaineth no more Sacrifice for Sin, but
acertain frarful looking for of Judgment and fiery In-
dignation abich hall devour the Adverfaries. He
shat defpifed Mofes Law died without Mercy under
tava or three Witneffes. Of how much foever Punifb-
ment fhall be be thought aworthy, who hath trodden
under Fost the Son of GOD, and hath counted the
Blood of the Covenant, avberewith be was faniified,
an unboly Thing.

It is undeniably plain, 1. That the Perfon men-
tioned here, was once fan&ified by the Blood of the
Covenant. 2. 'That he afterwards by known, wil-
ful Sin, trod under Foot the Son of Gop : And 3.
‘That he hereby incurred a forer than Death, name-

. ly, Death everlafting Punifhment.

Therefore, thofe who are fan&ified by the Blood
of the Covenant, may yet fo fall as to penlh ever-
laftingly.

28. “ What! Can the Blood of Cur1sT burn
in Hell? Or can the Purchafe of the Blood of
CuEisT go thither 3

I anfwer 1. The Blood of CurisT cannot burn
in Hell, no more than it can be {p'ilt onthe Earth.
‘The Heavens muft contain both his Flefh and Blood,
until the Reflitution of all Things, But - '

2. If
* Heb. 10, 26,
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2. If the Oracles of Gop are true, one who was
purchafed by the Blood of Cr1sT may go thither,
For he that was fandtified by the Blood of Chr1 ST,
was purchafed by the Blood of Curist. But one
who was fanélified by the Blood of Curist, may
neverthelefs go to Hell ; may fall under that fiery
Indignation, which fhall for ever devour the Ad-
verfaries, o .
- 29. “ Cana Child of Gon then go to Hell?
Or can a Manbe a Child of Gop To-day, and a
Child of the Devil To-morrow ? If Gobp is our Fa-
ther once, is he not our Father always ? I anfwer, -
- 1.-A Child of Gop, that is a true Believer (for
be that believeth is born of Gop) while he cons
tinues a true Believer, cannot go to Hell. But 2.
If a Believer make Shipwreck of the Faith, he is
no longer a Child of Gop. And then he may go
to Hell, yea and certainly will, if he continue in
Unbelief. 3. If a Believer may make Shipwreck
of the Faith, then a Man that believes now may be
an Unbeliever fome Time hence ; 'yea very poflibly,

o-morrow : But if fo, he who is a Child of Gop
‘To-day, may be a Child of the Devil To-morrow.
For 4. Gop is the Father of them that Believe, fo
long as they Believe. But the Devil is the Father
of them that Believe not, whether they did once Be-
fieve or no.

30. The Sum of all is this. If the Scriptures
are true, thofe who are holy or righteous in the
Judgment of Gop himfelf : Thofe who are indued
with the Faith that purifies the Heart, that produ-
ces a good Confcience : Thofe who are grafted in-
to the good Olive-tree, the - Spiritual, invifible

' Church :
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Church Thofe who are Branches of g‘e trae Vme,

of whom CHRIsT fays, Iam the Vine, yeare the

Branches : Thofe who fo effetually know Cur 15T,
as by that Knowledge to have efcaped the Polluti-
ons of the World: Thofe who fee the Light of the,
"Glory of Gop, ‘inthe Face of Jesus Curis, and'
who have been made Partakers of the Horv
GrosT, of the Witnefs and of the Fruits of the
Spitit: Thofe who' live by Faith in the Son of

. Gob : Thofe who are fan&ified by the Blood of the

Covenant ; may neverthelefs fo fall from GOD,
to perith everlaftingly.
Therefore, let him that ftandeth, take heed let

Bell
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