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Serious Thoughts

Upon the PERSEVERANCE ofthe

'M

SAINTS.

ANY large Volumes have been al-

ready publiſhed on this important Sub-

ject. But the very Length of them

makes them hard to be understood, or even pur-

chafed by common Readers. A fhort, plain Trea

tife on this Head, is what ſerious Men have long

defired, and what is here offered to thofe whom

GOD has endowed with Love and Meeknefs of

Wiſdom,

2. By the Saints I understand , Thoſe who are

holy or righteous, in the Judgment of GOD him-

felf : Thoſe who are endued with the Faith that

purifies the Heart, that produces a good Confci-

ence : Thoſe who are grafted into the good Olive-

tree, the fpiritual invifible Church : Thofe who

are Branches of the true Vine, of whom CHRIST

fays, I am the Vine, ye are the Branches : Thofe

who fo effectually know CHRIST , as by that

Knowledge to have efcaped the Pullutions of the

World: Thoſe who ſee the Light of the Glory of

GOD in the Face of JESUS CHRIST, and who

have been made Partakers of the HOLY

GHOST, of the Witness and the

A 2
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the Spirit :

Son of GOD :

Thoſe who live by Faith in the

Thofe who are fanctified by the

Blood ofthe Covenant : Thofe to whom all, or

any ofthefe Characters belong, I mean by the

Term Saints.

3. Can any ofthefe fall away ? Byfalling away

we mean not barely falling into Sin . This, it is

granted, they may. But canthey fall totally ? Can

any of theſe ſo fall from Go D, as to perish ever-

'laſtingly ?

4. I am fenfible, either Side of this Queſtion, is

attended with great Difficulties : Such as Reafon a-

lone could never remove .

and tothe Teſtimony.

Therefore to the Law

Let the living Oracles de .

cide : And iftheſe ſpeak for us, we neither ſeek nor

want farther Witneſs.

5. On this Authority, I believe, a Saint mayfall

away ; that one who is holy or righteous, in the

Judgment of GOD himſelfmay nevertheleſs fo fall

from GoD, asto perish everlaſtingly.

I. For thus faith the LORD, When the righte

ous turneth away from his Righteousness, and com··

mitteth Iniquity, in his Treſpaſs that he hath tref-

paffed, and in his Sin that he hath finned, in them

fhallbedie.

That this is to be underſtood of eternal Death,

appears from the 26th Verſe :

When a righteous Man turneth away from his

Righteoufnefs and committeth Iniquity, and dieth in

them, (here is temporal Death, ) for his Iniquity

that he hath done, he shall die : Here is Death

eternal.

* Ezek. xviii. 24.

It
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It appears farther from the whole Scope of the

Chapter, which is to prove, The Soul that finneth,

itfhall die.

If you fay, " the Soul here means the Body : " I

anſwer, that will die whether you fin or no.

6. Again, thus faith the LORD, † When Ishall

fay to the Righteous, that he shallfurely live, ifhe

trafts to his own Righteoafnefs, (yea, or to that Pro-

mife as abfolute and unconditional) and committeth

Iniquity, all his Righteousness shall not be remem-

bred, butfor bis Iniquity that he hath committedshall

be die.

Again, When the Righteous turneth from his

Righteoufnefs and committeth Iniquity, heshall even

die thereby,

Therefore one who is holy and righteous, in the

Judgment of GOD himſelf, may yet fo fall as to

perish everlaſtingly.

-

7. " But how is this confiftent with what GOD

declared elſewhere, § If his Children forfake my ·

Law and walknot in my Judgments I will visit

their Offences with the Rod, and their Sin with

Scourges. Nevertheless my loving Kindness will I not

utterly take from him, nor fuffer my Truth to fail.

My Covenant will I not break, nor alter the Thing

that isgone out of my Lips : I have worn once by

my Holiness, that I will not fail David.

I answer, There is no Manner of Inconfiften

The .cy between one Declaration and she other.

Prophet declares the juft Judgment of GoD

againſt every righteous Man who falls from his

Righteoufnefs. The Pfalmift declares the old

A 3

Ver. 4. c. 33. v. 13. ‡ V. 18 .

v. 48. 21 , 22, 30.89 v. 31-34.

loving
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loving Kindnefes which GOD fware unto David in

his Truth. I have found, faith he, David my Ser-

vant, with my holy Oil have I anointed him. My

Hand(hallholdhimfaft, andmy Arm ballftrengthen

him His Seed alfo will I make to endure for ever,

and his Throne as the Days of Heaven. It follows,

*But if bis Childrenforfake my Law and walk not

in my Judgments- Nevertheless my loving Kindness

will I not utterly takefrom him, nor fuffer myTruth

tofail. My Covenant will I not break. Iwill not

failDavid. His Seedfhall endurefor ever, and his

Throne as the Sun before me.

May not every Man ſee, That the Covenant here

Tpoken of, relates wholly to David and his Seed or

Children? Where then is the Inconſiſtency between

the moſt abfolute Promife made to a particular Fa-

mily; and thatfolemn Account which God has here

given of his Way of Dealing with all Mankind ?

Befides, the very Covenant mentioned in thefe

Words is not abfolute, but conditional. The Con-

dition of Repentance in caſe of forfaking God's

Law, was implied, tho' not expreft. And fo ftrong-

ly implied, that this Condition failing, not being

performed, God did alſo fail David. He did al-

ter the Thing that hadgone out of his Lips, and yet

without any Impeachment of his Truth. He +

abhorred and forfook his Anionted, the Seed of Da-

vid, whofe Throne, if they had repented, fhould

havebeen asthe Days of Heaven. He did § break

the Covenant of his Servant, and caft his Crown

to the Ground. So vainly are thefe Words of the

Pfalmift brought to contradict the plain, full Teſti-

mony of the Prophet.

Ver. 31, &c. v. 37. § v. 38.

8 Nor
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8. Nor is there any Contradiction between this

Teltimony of GOD by Ezekiel, and thofe Words

which he fpake by Jeremiah : I have loved thee

with an everlasting Love ; therefore with loving

Kindness have I drawn thee. For, do thefe Words

affert, That no righteous Man ever turns from his

Righteouſneſs ? No fuch Thing. Theydo not touch

the Queſtion, but fimply declare God's Love tothe

Jewish Church. To fee this inthe cleareft Light,

you need only read over the whole Sentence. †

thefameTime,faith the LORD, I will be theGODof

allthe Families of Ifrael, andthey shall be my People:

Thus faith the LORD, the People which were left of

the Sword,found Grace in the Wilderness, even Ifrael,

when I caufed him to reft . The LORD bath appeared

of old unto me, faith the Prophet, fpeakingin the

Perfon of Ifrael, faying, I have loved thee with an

Everlasting Love, therefore with loving Kindness

have Idrawnthee . Again Iwill build thee, andthou

fhalt be built, O Vigin of Ifrael .

Suffer me here to obſerve once for all, a Fallacy

which is conftantly ufed, by almoſt all Writers on

this Point. They perpetually beg the Queſtion by

applying to particular Perfons, Affertions or Pro-

phecies, which relate only to the Church in gene-

ral : And fome of them only to the Jewish Church

and Nation, as diftinguiſhed from all other People.

If youfay, " But it was particularly revealed to

me, That God had loved me with an everlaſting

Love : " I answer, Suppofe it was, (which might

bear a Difpute) it proves no more, at the moſt, than

that you in perticular fhall perfevere : But does not

+ Ch, 31. v. I , 2, 3, 4.

affect
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affect the General Queftion, Whether others fhall ,

or fhall not ?

9. Secondly, One who is endued with the Faith

thatpurifies the Heart, that produces a good Confci-

ence, may nevertheleſs ſo fall from God, as to pe-

rish everlaſtingly.

For thus faith the inſpired Apoſtle, * War a good

Warfare, bolding Faith and a good Confcience, which

Some having put away, concerning Faith have made

Shipwreck.

Obferve, 1. Theſe Men (ſuch as Hymeneus and

Alexander) had oncethe Faith that purifies the Heart,

that produces a good Conſcience, which they once

had, or they could not have put it away.

Obferve, 2. They made Shipwreck of the Faith,

which neceffarily implies the total and final Lofs of

it. For a Veffel once wreck'd can never be reco-

vered. It is totally and finally loft.

And the Apoſtle himſelf, in his fecond Epiftle to

Timothy, mentions one of theſe two asirrecoverably

loft. + Alexander, fays he, did me much evil: The

LORD ballreward bim according to bis Works.

Therefore onewho is indued with the Faith that

purifies the Heart, that produces a good Confci.

ence, may nevertheleſs ſo fall from God, as to pe-

riſh everlaſtingly.

10. " But how can this be reconciled with the

Words ofourLORD,He that believethfhallbefaved.

Doyouthink theſe Words mean, he that believes

at this Moment, hall certainly and inevitably be

javed?

If this Interpretation be good, then by allthe

Rules ofSpeech, the other Part ofthe Sentence muft

mean,

* 1 Tim, 1. xix, 20. † 2 Tim. iv. 14.
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mean, he that does not believe at this Moment, ball

certainly and inevitably be damned.

Therefore that Interpretation cannot be good.

The plain Meaning then of the whole Sentence is,

He that believeth, if he continue in Faith, ball be

faved; hethat believeth not, if he continues in Un-

belief, ſhall be damned.

II. " Butdoes not CHRIST fay elſewhere, * He

that believethbath everlasting Life ? And Hethat

believeth onhim that fent me, hath everlasting Life,

and shall not come into Condemnation, but is paſſed

from Death unto Life.”

I answer, 1. The Love of GoD is everlasting

Life. It is, in Subſtance, the Life of Heaven . Now

every one that believes, loves God ; and therefore

bath everlasting Life.

2. Every one that believes is therefore paſſedfrom

Death, fpiritual Death, unto Life ; And

3. Shall not come into Condemnation, if he endur

eth in the Faith unto the End : According to our

LORD's Own Word, He that endureth to the End,

fhall be faved: § And verily Ifay unto you, if a

Man keep my Saying, he shall neverfee Death.

12. Thirdly, Thoſe who are grafted into thegood

Olive tree, the ſpiritual, inviſible Church may ne-

vertheless fo fall from God, as to periſh everlaſtingly.

For thus faith the Apoſtle, || Some of the Branches

are broken off, and thou art grafted in among them,

rand with them partakeft of the Root and Fatness of

the Olive-tree.

Be not high-minded butfear : IfGODſpared not

the naturalBranches, take heed leaft heſpare not thee.

Bebold

* John iii . 36. † c. 6. v. 24. § John viii . 51 .

Rom . xi. 17, 20, 21 , 22 .
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Behold the Goodness and Severity ofGOD ! On

them whichfell Severity ; but towards thee Goodness,

if thou continue in his Goodness ; otherwife thoushalt

be cut off.

We may obferve here, 1. The Perſon ſpoken to,

were actually grafted into the Olive-tree :

2. This Olive-tree is not barely the outward, vi-

fible Church, but the Inviſible, confifting of holy

Believers. So the Text. * Ifthe first Fruit be holy,

the Lump is holy ; and if the Root be holy, fo arethe

Branches. And, Becauſe of Unbeliefthey were broken

off, and thou ftandeft by Faith.

\ 3 Thefe holy Believers were ftill liable to be cut

off from the invifible Church, into which they were

then grafted :

4. Here is not the leaſt Intimation of thoſe who

were fo cut off, being ever grafted in again.

Therefore thoſe who are grafted into the good O-

live-tree, the fpiritual, invifible Church, may never-

theless fofall from Gon, as to perish everlaſtingly.

13. " But how does this agree with the 29th

Verfe, The Gifts and Calling of GOD are without

Repentance ?

The preceding Verfe fheweth : As touching the

Election (the unconditional Election of the Jewish

Nation) they are beloved for the Father's Sake : For

the Sake of their Fore-fathers. It follows (in proof

of this, That they are beloved for the Father's Sake,

that God has ftill Bleffings in Store for theJewish

Nation) For the Gifts and Calling of GOD, are

without Repentance : For GOD doth not repent

of any Bleſſings he hath given them, or any Privi-

leges he hath called them to. The Words here re-

ferred

* Ver. 16.
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ferred to, were originally ſpoken with a peculiar

Regard to thofe national Bleffings. * GOD is not

a Man, that hefhould lie, neither the Son of Man,

that he shouldrepent.

14." Butdo not you hereby make Gon change-

able ? Whereas † with him is no variableneſs, nei-

ther Shadow of turning ?" By no means, GoD is

unchangeably holy. Therefore he always loveth

Righteousness and hateth Iniquity. He is unchange-

ably Good. Therefore he pardoneth all that repent

and believe the Gospel. And he is unchangeably

juft ; therefore he rewardeth every Man according

to his Works. But all this hinders not his refifting

when they are proud, thoſe to whom he gave Grace

when they were humble. Nay, his unchangeable-

nefs itſelf requires, that if theygrow high minded,

GOD fhould cut them off: That there fhould be a

proportionable Change in all the Divine Diſpen-

fations toward them.

15. " But howthen is GOD faithful? I anſwer,'

in fulfilling every Promiſe which he hath made, to

all to whom it is made, all who fulfil the Condition

of that Promiſe. More particularly, ift, § GOD

isfaithful in that he will not fufferyou to be tempted

above thatyou are able to bear. 2d, ‡ The LORD

is faithful, to ftablish and keep you from evil (if

you put your Truſt in him) from all the evil which

you might otherwiſe ſuffer, thro' unreaſonable and

wicked Men. 3d. | Quench not the Spirit; boldfaft

that which is good ; abstain from all appearance of

evil: And your whole Spirit, Soul and Body fhall

be

Numb. xxiii. 19. † James i. 17. § 1 Cor. x.

13. ‡ 2 Theſſ, iii . 2, 3. || 1 Theſſ, v. 19, &c.
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be preferved blameless, unto the coming of our Lord

JESUS CHRIST. Faithful is he that callethyou,

who alſo will do it. 4. Be not diſobedient unto the

heavenly Calling, and * GOD is faithful by whome

ye were called, to confirm you unto the end, that ye

may be blameless, in the Day of our Lord JESUS

CHRIST. Yet notwithſtanding all this, unless you

fulfil the Condition, you cannot attain the Promiſe.

" Nay, but are not all the Promiſes yea and A-

men?" They are. They are firm as the Pillars of

Heaven. Perform the Condition : And the Promiſe

is fure. Believe, and thou shalt be faved.

" But many Promiſes are abfolute and uncondi-

tional." In many, the ConditioD is not expreft.

But this does not prove, there is none implied. No

Promiſes can be expreft, in a more abfolute Form ,

than thoſe above cited from the 89th Pfalm. And

yet we have ſeen a Condition was implied even

there, tho' none was expreſt.

16. " But there is no Condition either expreſt or

" implied, in thofe Words of St. Paul, || I am

" perfuadedthat neither Death, nor Life, nor Height

nor Depth, nor any Creature, ſhall be able to fe-

parate us from the Love of GOD, which is in

“ CHRISTJESUS our LORD.”

66

Suppoſe there is not (which will bear a Diſpute)

yet what will this prove ? Juft thus much, that the

Apoſtle was at that Time fully perfuaded of his

own Perfeverance. And I doubt not, but many

Believers at this Day, have the very fame Perſua-

fion, termed in Scripture, the full Affurance of

Hope. But this does not prove, that every Be-

1 Cor. i. 8. 9. Rom. viii. 38, 39.

liever
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Trever ſhall perfevere : Any more than that every

Believer is thus fully perfuaded of his Perfeverance.

IV. 17. Fourthly, Thoſe who are Branches of

the true Vine, of whom CHRIST fays, I am the

Vine, ye are
the Branches, may nevertheleſs ſo fall

from GOD, as to perish everlaſtingly.

For thus faith our Bleffed LORD himſelf, Iam the

true Vine, and my Father is the Hufbandman.

Every Branch in me that beareth not Fruit, he

taketh ic away.

Iam the Vine, ye are the Branches. If a Man

abide not in me, he is caft forth as a Branch, and

is withered, and Men gather them andcaft them into

the Fire, and they are burned.

Herewe may obſerve, 1. The Perſons ſpoken of,

were in CHRIST, Branches of the true Vine :

2. Some of theſe Branches abide not in CHRIST,

but the Father taketh them away;

3. The Branches which abide not are caft forth,

caft out from CHRIST and his Church :

4. They are not only caft forth but withered;

confequently never grafted in again. Nay,

5. They are not only caft forth and withered,

but alſo caft into the Fire. And

*6. They are burned. It is not poffible for

Words more ſtrongly to declare, that even thoſe

who are now Branches in the true Vine, may yet

fofall, as to perish everlastingly.

18. By this clear, indifputable Declaration of

ourLORD, we may interpret thoſe which might be

otherwiſe liable to difpute : Wherein it is certain,

what everhe meant beſide, he did not mean to

contradicB

• Cor. i. 8, 9:
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contradict himſelf. For Example, * This is the Fa:

ther's Will, that of all which he hath given me I

fhould lofe nothing. Moft fure ; all that GOD bath

given him, or (as it is expreft in the next Verſe}

every one which believeth on him, namely, to the

end, he will raife up at the last Day, toreign with

him for ever.

*

Again, Iam the living Bread- If any Man

eat of this Bread (by Faith) be balllivefor ever.

True ; if he continue to eat thereof. And who can

doubt of it.

Again, My Sheep hear my Voice, and I know

them, and theyfollow me. And I give unto them

eternal Life ; and they shall never perish, neither

Ball anyplack them out of my Hand.

In the preceding Text, the Condition is only

implied. In this it is plainly expreft. They are

my Sheep, that bear my Voice, that follow me in all

Holinefs. And, ifye do thefe Things, ye shall never

fall. None fhall pluckyou out of my Hands.

Again, † Having loved his own which were in

the World, heloveth them unto the End. Having

loved his own, namely the Apoſtles, ( as the very

next Words, which were in the World, evidently

fhew) he loved them unto the End of his Life, and

manifefted that Love to the Laft.

19. Once more, Holy Father, keep through

thine own Name thoſe whom thou haft given me, that

they maybe one, as we are one.

Great Strefs has been laid upon this Text : And

it is has been hence inferred, That all those whom

Ver. 51.

the

c. 10, V. 27, 28, 29. †John

xiii, 1. ch. 17. v. II .



[ 15 ]

the Father had given him (a Phrafe frequently oc-

curing in this Chapter) muft infallibly perfevere to

the End.

And yet in the very next Verfe, our LORD him-

felf declares, That one of those whom the Father

had given him, did not perfevere unto the End, but

periſhed everlaſtingly.

His own Words are, † Those that thou gavest

me, I have kept, and none of them is loft, but the

Son of Perdition.

So one even of theſe was finally loft ! A Demon-

ftration that the Phrafe Those whom thou haft givén

me, fignifies here (if not in moſt other Places too)

the twelve Apoftles and them only.

20. On this Occafion , I cannot but obferve an-

other common Inftance of begging the Queſtion,

of taking for granted, what ought to be proved :

It is ufually laid down, as an indifputable Truth,

that whatever our LORD fpeaks to, or of his Apof-

tles, is to be applied to all Believers. But this

cannot be allowed by any who impartially ſearch

the Scriptures. They cannot allow, without clear

and particular Proef, that any one of thofe Texts,

which related primarily to the Apoftles (as all Men

grant) belong to any but them.

V. 21. Fifthly, Thoſe who ſo effectually know

CHRIST , as by that Knowledge to have eſcaped

the Pollutions of the World, may yet fall back in-

to thofe Pollutions, and periſh everlaſtingly.

For thus faith the Apostle Peter, * If after they

have escaped the Pollutions of the World, thro' the

Know

+ Ver. 12.

B 2

* 2 Pet. i. 20, 21 .
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Knowledge of the Lord and Saviour JESUS

CHRIST, (the only poffible Way of eſcaping

them) they are again intangled therein and over-

come, the latter End is worfe with them than the

Beginning.

For it hadbeen betterfor them, not to have known

the Way ofRighteousness, than after they hadknown

it, to turn from the holy Commandment delivered

unto them.

That the Knowledge of the Way of Righteousness,

which they had attained, was an inward, experi-

mental Knowledge, is evident from that other Ex-

preffion, They had escaped the Pollutions of the

World: An Expreffion parallel to that in the pre-

eeding Chapter. Having escaped the Corrupti

on which is in the World. And in both Chapters,

this Effect is afcribed to the fame Caufe : Termed

in the firft, The Knowledge of him who hath called

us to Glory and Virtue; in the fecond, more

explicitly, the Knowledge of the Lord and Saviour,

JESUS CHRIST.

And yet they loft that experimental Knowledge

of CHRIST and the Way of Righteouſneſs : They

fell back into the fame Pollutions they had efcap-

ed ; and were again intangled therein and over-

come. They turned from the holy Commandment de-

livered to them, fo that their latter End was worse

than their Beginning.

Therefore thoſewho fo effectually know CHRIST,

as by that Knowledge to have eſcaped the Polluti

ons of the World, may yet fall back into thoſe Pol-

lutions and perish everlaſtingly.

+ 2 Pet. ii. 4.

22. And
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22. And this is perfectly confiftent with St. Pe

ter'sWords, in the firſt Chapter of his former Epif-

tle: Who are kept by the Power of GOD thro ' Faith

unto Salvation. Undoubtedly fo are all they who

ever attain eternal Salvation. It is the Power of

GGD only, and not our own, by which we are kept

one Day or one Hour.

VI. 23. Sixthly, Thoſe who ſee the Light ofthe

Glory of GoD in the Face of JESUS CHRIST,

and who have been made Partakers of the HOLY

GHOST, of the Witneſs and the Fruits of the Spi-

rit ; may nevertheleſs fo fall from God, as to pe-

rish everlaſtingly.

For thus faith the infpiredWriter to theHebrews,

It is impoffible for those who were once inlighten-

ed, andhave tafted of the heavenly Gift, and were

made Partakers of the Holy Ghoft- If they fall

away, to renew them again to Repentance ; Seeing

they crucify to themselves the Son of GOD afresh,

andput him to an open Shame.

Muft not every unprejudiced Perfon fee, the Ex-

preffions here uſed, are ſo ſtrong and clear, that they

cannot without grofs and palpable Wrefting, be un-

derftood of any but true Believers ?

to any

They were once inlightened : An Expreffion fa-

miliar with the Apoſtle, and never by him applied

but Believers . So , The GOD of our Lord

JESUS CHRIST, give unto you the Spirit ofWif-

dom and Revelation. The Eyes of your Underfland-

ingbeing inlightened , that ye may know what isthe

Hope of his Calling And what is the exceeding

Greatness of bis Glory, to us ward that believe.

-

-

= B 3 1

* Ch. 6. v. 4. 5. Ephef. i . 17, 18, 19:

So
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goSo again, GOD who commanded the Light to* GOD_who_commanded

fbine out Darkneſs , hath ſhined into our Hearts, to

give the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of

GOD in the Face of JESUS CHRIST. This is a

Light which no Unbelievers have. They are utter

Strangers to fuch Inlightning . † TheGOD ofthis

World bathblinded the Minds ofthem which believe

not, left the Light of the Glorious Gospel of

CHRIST, fhouldſhine unto them.

They had tafted of the heavenly Gift (emphatical-

ly fo called) and were made Partakers of the Ho-

LY GHOST. So St. Peter likewife couples themto !

gether: Be baptizedfor the Remiſſion of Sins, and

se hall receive the Gift of the HOLY GHOST :

Whereby the Love of GoD was fhed abroad in

their Hearts, with all the other Fruits of the Spi-

rit. Yea, it is remarkable, that our LORD him-

felf, in his grand Commiffion to St. Paul (to which

the Apoſtle probably alludes in thefe Words) com-

prizes all theſe three Particulars. § Ifend thee toopen

their Eyes, and to turn themfrom Darkness toLight,

and from the Power of Satan unto GOD, ( here

contracted into that one Expreffion, They were in-

lightened) that they may receive Forgiveness of Sins

(The heavenly Gift) and an Inheritance among

them which are fanctified ; which are made Par

takers ofthe HOLY GHOST, of all the fanctifying

Influences of the Spirit.

The Expreffion, They tafted ofthe heavenlyGift,

is taken from the Pfalmift, * Taße, andfee that the

LORD is good. As if he had faid, Be ye as affured

#

of

2 Cor. iv. 6. tv. 4. Acts ii . 38. § Ch.

Pfalm xxxiv. 8.
26. v. 18.
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of his Love, as of any thing you fee with your Eyest

And let the Affurance thereof be ſweet to your Soul,

as Honey is to your Tongue.

And yet thoſe who had been thus inlightened, had

tafted this Gift, and been thus Partakers of the HO-

LYGHOST, ſo fell away, that it was impoſſible to

renew them again to Repentance.

" But the Apoſtle only makes a Suppofition, If

theyfhallfallaway."

I answer, The Apoftle makes no Suppofition at

all. There is no if in the Original. The Words

are, ᾿Αδύναλον τὰς ἅπαξ φωλιθέντας - καὶ παραπεσόνας.

That is, in plain English, It is impoffible to renew

again unto Repentance, thofe who were once inlight-

ened and have fallen away : Therefore they must

perish everlaſtingly.

24. " But if ſo, then farewel all my Com-

fort."

• Then
your Comfort depends on a poor Foundati-

on. My Comfort ftands not on any Opinion , ei-

ther that a Believer can, or cannot fall away , not

on the Remembrance of any thing wrought in me

Tefterday; but on what is To- day : On myprefent

Knowledge of GOD in CHRIST, reconciling me to

himſelf. On my now beholding the Light of the

Glory of GoD , in the Face of JESUS CHRIST ;

Walking in the Light, as he is in the Light, and

having Fellowship with the Father and with the

Son. My Comfort is, that thro ' Grace I now be.

lieve in the LORD JESUS CHRIST ; and that his

Spirit doth bear Witnefs with my Spirit, that I am

a Child of GOD. I take Comfort in this and this

only, That I fee JESUS at the right Hand of

God ;
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GOD ; that I perfonally, for myfelf, and not for

another, have an Hope full of Immortality ; that

I feel the Love of GOD fhed abroad in my Heart,

being crucified to the World, and the World cru-

cified to me. My Rejoicing is this, the Teſtimony

of my Confcience, that in fimplicity and godly

Sincerity, not with fleſhly Wiſdom, but by the

Grace of God, I have my Converſation in the

World.

Go and find, if you can, a more folid Joy, a

more blissful Comfort, on this Side Heaven. But

this Comfort is not fhaken, be that Opinion true

or falſe ; whether the Saints in general can or can-

not fall.

If you take up with any Comfort fhort of this,

you lean on the Staff of a broken Reed, which not

´only will not bear your Weight, but will enter in-

to your Hand and pierce you.

25. Seventhly, Thoſe who live by Faith, may

yet fall from GOD and perish everlaſtingly.

For thus faith the fame inſpired Writer, * The

Just shall live by Faith ; but if any Man draw

back, my Soul fhall have no Pleaſure in him. The

Juft, the juftified Perſon, ſhall live by Faith, even

now ſhall he live the Life which is hid with

Chrift in GoD : And if he endure unto the End,

he ſhall live with GoD for ever. But if any Man

draw back, faith the LORD, my Soul Shall have no

Pleaſure in him : That is, I will utterly caft him

off ; and accordingly the drawing back here ſpoken

of, is termed in the Verfe immediately following,

darwing back to Perdition.

* Heb. x. 38.

" But
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"But the Perfonfuppofed to draw back is not the

fame with himthat is faid to live by Faith. '
""

I answer, 1. Who is it then ? Can any Man draw

back from Faith who never came to it ? But

2. Had the Text béen fairly tranflated, there had

been no Pretence for this Objection . For the Origi-

nal runs thus : Ο δίκαιος ἐκ πίςεως ζήσεται και ἐὰν

ὑποσείληαι ... If ὁ δίκαιος theju Man that lives by

Faith (fo the Expreffion neceffarily implies, there

being no other Nominative to the Verb) draws

back my Soul hall have no Pleafure in him.

"Butthe Apoftle adds , We are not of them who

draw back unto Perdition." And what will you

infer from thence ? This is fo far from contradict-

ing what has been obferved before, that it mani.

feftly confirms it. It is a farther Proof, that there

are thoſe who draw back unto Ferdition, although

the Apoſtle was not of that Number. Therefore

thoſe who live by Faith, may yet fall from GoD

and perish everlaſtingly.

26. " But does not God fay to every one that

lives by Faith, I will never leave thee nor forfake

thee ?

*
The whole Sentence runs thus. Letyour Con-

verfation be without Covetousness, and be content

with fuch Things as ye have ; for he hath faid, I

will never leave thee nor forsake thee. True, pro-

videdyour Converfation be without Covetousness, and

ye
be content with fuch Things as ye have. Then

you may baldy Jay, The Lord is my Helper, and I

will not fear what Manſhall do unto me.

Do you not fee, 1. That this Promiſe, as here

recited, relates wholly to Temporal Things ? 2.

That

* Heb. 13. 5-
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That even thus taken, it is not abfolute but condi-

tional, and 3. That the Condition is exprefly men-

tioned in the very fame Sentence ?

27. Eighthly, thoſe who are fanctified by the

Blood of the Covenant, may fo fall from God as

to perish everlaſtingly.

Forthus again faith the Apoſtle, * Ifwefin wil-

fully, after we have received the Knowledge of the

Truth, there remaineth no more Sacrifice for Sin, but

acertainfearfullookingfor ofJudgment andfiery In-

dignation which hall devour the Adverfaries. He

that defpifed Mofes Law died without Mercy under

tavo or threeWitneſſes . Ofhow muchfoever Punish-

mentfhallhe be thought worthy, who hath trodden

under Foot the Son of GOD, and hath counted the

Blood of the Covenant, wherewith he wasfantified,

an unholy Thing.

It is undeniably plain, 1. That the Perſon men-

tioned here, was once fanctified by the Blood ofthe

Covenant. 2. That he afterwards by known, wil-

ful Sin, trod under Foot the Son of GoD : And 3 .

That he hereby incurred a forer than Death , name-

ly, Death everlaſting Puniſhment.

Therefore, thoſe who are fanctified by the Blood

of the Covenant, may yet fo fall as to perish ever-

laftingly.

28. " What ! Can the Blood of CHRIST burn

in Hell? Or can the Purchaſe of the Blood of

CHRIST go thither ?"

I answer 1. The Blood of CHRIST cannot burn

in Hell, no more than it can be fpilt on the Earth.

The Heavens muft contain both his Flesh and Blood,

until the Reftitution of all Things . But

*Heb. 10. 26.

2. If
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2. Ifthe Oracles of God are true, one whɔ was

purchaſed by the Blood of CHRIST may go thither.

For he that was fanctified by the Blood of CHRIST,

was purchaſed by the Blood of CHRIST. But one

who was fanctified by the Blood of CHRIST, may

nevertheleſs go to Hell ; may fall under that fiery

Indignation, which fhall for ever devour the Ad-

verfaries.

29. " Can a Child of Gon then go to Hell ?

Or can a Man be a Child of GOD To-day, and a

Child of the Devil To-morrow ? IfGOD is our Fa-

ther once, is he not our Father always ? I anſwer,

1. A Child of GOD , that is a true Believer (for

be that believeth is born of GoD) while he con

tinues a true Believer, cannot go to Hell. But 2.

If a Believer make Shipwreck of the Faith, he is

no longer a Child of GOD. And then he may go

to Hell, yea and certainly will , if he continue in

Unbelief. 3. If a Believer may make Shipwreck

of the Faith, then a Man that believes now may be

an Unbelieverfome Time hence ; yea very poffibly,

To-morrow : But if fo, he who is a Child ofGoD

To-day, may be a Child of the Devil To-morrow.

For 4. GOD is the Father of them that Believe, fo

long as they Believe. But the Devil is the Father

ofthem that Believe not, whether they did once Be-

lieve or no.

30. The Sum of all is this. If the Scriptures

are true, thoſe who are holy or righteous in the

Judgment of GOD himſelf : Thoſe who are indued

with the Faith that purifies the Heart, that produ.

ces a good Confcience : Thoſe who are grafted in-

to the good Olive-tree, the Spiritual, invifible

Church :
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Church: Thofe who are Branches of the true Vine,

of whom CHRIST fays, I am the Vine, ye are the

Branches : Thoſe who ſo effectually know CHRIST,

as by that Knowledge to have eſcaped the Polluti-

ons oftheWorld : Thoſe who ſee the Light of the

Glory of GoD, in the Face of JESUS CHRIST, and

who have been made Partakers of the HOLY

GHOST, of the Witnefs and of the Fruits of the

Spirit : Thofe who live by Faith in the Son of

GOD : Thoſe who are fanctified bythe Blood of the

Covenant ; may nevertheleſs fo fall from GOD, as

to periſh everlaſtingly.

Therefore, let him that ſtandeth, take heed left

he fall.

5.00 57
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