Toward a Definition of " All People"

JamesM. Leonard

The question as to the meaning of "all people'fisritical importance as one
analyzes 1 Tim 2:1-7 in context of the Calvinistfnian debate. Unfortunately,
there is a tendency to confuse the various ranigeeaning for the term "all.”
Otherwise good scholars tend to talk past eaclr othéoth sides of the debate.

| have attempted to remedy this problem by settimganges of meaning according to
usage. In this paper, definitions are listed mfitst section, with one or two
examples. In the second section, all 34 occurseatéall men" in the New
Testament (plural masculine formrafg + dvOpwmog in any case, or the plural
masculine form oftdc in any case as a substantive) are categorizedducgdo
definition. In the third section, eight disputesspages are listed separately with
minimal analysis. Finally, a summary statemermmatuded.

Especially since this is a work in progress, arsyghts or oversights are welcome.

Section 1: Definitions (34 occurrences)

1. All (literally); without exception; bar none

a. Without contextual limits For example, all men die, all men have
sinned, all flesh is like grass.

b. With contextual limits

i. Explicit For example, All mein Jerusalem. One occurrence.
ii. Implicit For example, God's Spirit works his giftings in all
people 6f the church).
2. All (not literally)

a. Generally, asconstrained by obvious practical considerations; all
to the extent of possibilities. For example, showing kindness to all
people universally cannot be done since there arg/rpeople whom
you'll never meet. This category fits well witlethive examples cited
by George Knight to otherwise mean "all kinds" (keee:
http://arminianbaptist.blogspot.com/2008/02/whattod-all-do-you-
n..). Basically, one can figure whether or not aii' fzassage fits into
this category by qualifying "all" with the notiori possibility.
Examples: be nice to all people possible; and,arewur epistle
read by all men who could possibly read it (i.g.tHose who come
into contact with the Corinthians).

b. Ashyperbolefor arelatively large number or percentage. For
example, Paul wishes all men were single like himse

3. All kinds of (with Greek genitive plural noun)

a. All kinds of a given class, inclusive of every individual member of
the class without exception: all kinds of men, including every
single one of them. Examples of this definition are not found in
regard to "alimen," but may be illustrated by such verses as M&384:

24: And Jesus went about in all Galilee, teaching @irthynagogues, and preaching the gospel of the
kingdom, and healingll manner of disease and all manner of sickness among thglgaeAnd the report




of him went forth into all Syria: and they broughtto him all that were sick, holden with diversedises
and torments, possessed with demons, and epilepticpalsied; and he healed them.

b. All kinds of agiven class, but not necessarily inclusive of every
individual member of the classwithout exception. For example,
love of money is the root of all (kinds of) evilitnot all of them;
thus, love of money is probably not at the rootnaist adulteries.
Or, the widow is not to be put on the list of widdwunless she is
well known for doing all (kinds of) good deeds, Bwas such as
bringing up children, showing hospitality, washihg feet of the
saints, helping those in trouble 1 Tim 5); thusjidow was capable
of doing all kinds of good deeds, but incapabldahg all good
deeds without exception--she might not have beé&ntatbring up
children, for example.

Section 2: Categorization of New Testament Texts

1. All (literally); without exception; bar none.
a. Without contextual limits (cf. texts which providadditional
emphasis, e.g., "all the men of the earth”: Nun312 Kgs 8:39 (=1
Kgs 8:39); 1 Esd 3:18; Ezek 3:20)

John 2:241010¢ 8¢ 'Incodg 0UK EMIGTEVEY ADTOV 0DTOIG St TO ADTOV YIVOGKELY TAVTUG,

24 But Jesus did not trust himself unto themttiat he knevall men,

Acts 17:25000¢ v1td xep®V AvOpOTIVMV BEPOTEVETUL TPOGIEOUEVOS TIVOG, DTOG SG0VS TTaEGL {mnV Kol
TVOTV KO TOL TOVTOS

25 neither is he served by men's hands, as thoeigieeded anything, seeing he himself givetilttife,
and breath, and all things;

Acts 20:265101t paptopopiat DIV v i) onjpepov NUEPQ 0Tt KaBapog gipt G0 Tod ailaTog TAVTOY,
26 Wherefore | testify unto you this day, thatid pure from the blood @l men.

Acts 21:28kpaloviec, Avdpeg Topaniital, fondeite 0DTOC £0TIV 6 HVOPOTOC 6 KaTdt Tod Aatod Kai Tod
VOLOV Kol ToD TOTOV TOVTOL TTaVTHS TavToyT 1ddokov, £Tt T kai "EAAnvag gionyayev €ig t0 iepov Kol
KEKOIVOKEV TOV dylov TOTOV TODTOV.

28 crying out, Men of Israel, help: This is themthat teachethll men everywhere against the people,
and the law, and this place; and moreover he bto@gteks also into the temple, and hath defilesl thi
holy place.

Rom 5:12 Aw todto domep 8t vog avOpmmov 1 auoptia gig TOV KooV eioTiAdey kai S T dpoptiog 0
Bavatoc, koi 0bTeq Ei¢ mavtag avBpdmovg 6 Bdvatoc SiiAOeY, €0’ ¢ mavtec fiuaptov —Therefore, as
through one man sin entered into the world, andhdisaough sin; and so death passed attmen, for
that all sinned:--

Rom 5:18 Apa 00V G U £VOC TAPUMTOUTOC EIC TAVTOG AVOPOTONG EiC KoTdKpIua, 0DTOC Kod S £vOC
SIKAALOTOS €I TAVTAG AVOPOTONG EiG Sikaimoty (ofic

So then as through one trespass the judgment catmalLimen to condemnation; even so through one act
of righteousness the free gift came ualiamen to justification of life.

Rom 11:32cvvékheioey yap 6 0€0¢ TodG TavTag €ig dneibelay iva Tovg mavtag Ehenon.
32 For God hath shut gl unto disobedience, that he might have mercy @blon

1 Cor 15:19¢i £v 1fj {of} tavt &v Xp1oT@d NATIKOTEG EGUEV LOVOV, ELEEIVOTEPOL TAVTOV AVOPOTOV
¢opév. If we have only hoped in Christ in this life, wee of all men most pitiable.

Heb 12:230i ékkincig TpoTtotdKmV Aroyeypapuéveoy &v o00pavois, Kol Kpitf] 0ed mavtov, Kai Tvedpaot
Sikaimv TETELEIOHEVOV,

23 to the general assembly and church of théfirstwho are enrolled in heaven, and to God thgdud
of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,



b. With contextual limits
I.  Explicit qualification (e.g., "all the men who..."Cf. Exod
9:19; Num 16:32; 3 Kgs 5:10 (=1 Kgs 4:30); Tob B3:der
49:17;

Luke 13:41 ékeivol oi 8éko OKTM £Q° 0DG £mecev O THPYOS £V TA TIMMOL KOl ATEKTEVEV
0a0T00G, SOKETTE OTL 0UTOL OPENETOL EYEVOVTO TP TAVTOG TOVS AVOPAOTOVG TOVG
Kkatowkodvtag Tepovcainp;

Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Silodmded killed them, think ye that
they were offenders above all the men that dweleirusalem?

ii. Implicit

1 Cor 12:6¢0i dlonpécels evepynuatov €iciv, 0 8¢ avtog He0g, O Evepydv To TavTa £V
Tacw.
6 And there are diversities of workings, but taene God, who worketh all things afl.

2. All (not literally)
a. Generally, as constrained by obvious practical ickemations; all to the
extent of possibilities;.

Matt 10:22«ai £0e00g pHicoOpEVOL HTIO AVTOV S10 TO Gvoud Lov 0 8¢ Dropeivag €ig TELOG
00T0¢ GMONGETAL.

22 And ye shall be hated afi men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to thetee
same shall be saved.

Mark 13:13kai éoe00g pio0OpEVOL VIO AVTOV S10 TO GVOLLA [oL. O 8¢ Dropeivag gig TEMOG
00T0¢ GMONGETAL.

And ye shall be hated afl men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to tdetbe same
shall be saved.

Luke 6:26 obai dtov DUdg KOA®G eitmoty mavTeS oi GvOpmmor, kot Té avTd Yop ET0iovv T0ig
WYELSOTPOPTTALS O TOTEPES AVTHV.

Woe [unto you], whemll men shall speak well of you! for in the same mannerttieir fathers
to the false prophets.

Luke 21:17kai é0e00g [1160DLEVOL DTTO TTAVTOV 510 TO GVOUE. [OV.
17 And ye shall be hated all men for my name's sake.

John 13:3%v 100t yvdoovtol mavreg Ot Epot padntai £ote, dav aydmny Emre £v AANOG.
35 By this shalbll men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love tmanother.

Gal 6:10 1Gipa 0OV (S Kopdy EXOUEY, EpYalduUedo. TO Gyafdv TPpdC TAVTAG, HOMOTO 8& TPOC
100G 0iKelovg THG TGTEMC.

So then, as we have opportunity, let us work thatkvis good towardll men, and especially
toward them that are of the household of the faith.

Rom 12:18i duvatov, 10 €€ vudv pett mavrov avOpdnwev gipnvevovieg If it be possible, as
much as in you lieth, be at peace with all men.

1 Cor 9:22 éyevouny 10oig dcbevéoty dabevng, tva 1oL Ao0eveic kKepdnom® Tolg aGLY YEYOVa
AV, VO TAVIMG TVAG GHOM.

22 To the weak | became weak, that | might gagnvieak: | am become all thingsaid men,
that | may by all means save some.

2 Cor 3:21 €motolt) U@V VUETS £0TE, £yyEYPOUUEVN £V TAIC Kopdioig NUAV, YIVOGKOUEVN Kai
AVOYIVOOKOUEVT VTTO TAVTOV GvOpdTTOV:
Ye are our epistle, written in our hearts, knowd egad ofall men;

Phil 4:510 émewég YudV yvoodito adcy avdpdrors. 6 kOplog £yyoc.
Let your forbearance be known ur@iddmen. The Lord is at hand.

1The 2:15tGv Kai TOvV KupLov Aroktevavimy Incodv Kol Tovg TpoerTag, Kol Nuds

EKOMEAVTOV, Kai Bed U dpeckovImy, Kol ey avOpAOToLS EvavTiny,

who both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophetd,dxave out us, and pleased not God, and are
contrary toall men;



Tit 3:2 undéva PLacENLETY, GUaKOVE ETval, ETIEKELC, TACAY EVEEICVOLEVOVE TPADTNTO, TPOG
TaVTOG AvOPOTOVG.

to speak evil of no man, not to be contentioube@entle, showing all meekness towatd
men.

Heb 12:14Eipivny S10KeTe LETH MAVT@Y, KAl TOV Gy1aGUSV, 0D Ympic 0VSELC dyetan TOV
KOplov,

14 Follow after peace witll men, and the sanctification without which no man skek the
Lord:

b. As hyperbole for a relatively large number or patage.

1 Cor 7:7 0é\o 8¢ mavrag avOp@movg £ival (G Ko Euontov: 6ALY EkaoTog idtov Exet xbpiopa
£k 0€0D, 0 pev ovtmg, 0 3¢ 0VT!C.

Yet | would thatall men were even as | myself. Howbeit each man hathwis gift from God,
one after this manner, and another after that.

3. All kinds of (with Greek genitive plural noun)
a. All kinds of a given class, inclusive of every imdiual member of the

class without exception.
Examples of this definition were not found in redygo "allmen," but may be illustrated by
such verses as Matt 4:23-24: And Jesus went abalitGalilee, teaching in their synagogues,
and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and hgalimanner of disease and all manner of
sickness among the people. And the report of himtieeth into all Syria: and they brought
unto him all that were sick, holden with diversedises and torments, possessed with demons,
and epileptic, and palsied; and he healed them.

b. All kinds of a given class, but not necessarilylusove of every
individual member of the class without exceptigSee the disputed
verses.)

Section 3: Disputed verses:
John 12:3Zdyd éav YYymB® €k TG YTic, TAVTAS EAKVG® TPOG EUAVTOV.
32 And |, if | be lifted up from the earth, wiltaw all men unto myself.

Arminian: #1a, literally all men without any corteal restriction

Calvinist: #1b2, literally all men but with imptiecontextual restriction (all
elect)

Calvinist: #3b, all kinds, but not necessarilylusive of every individual
member of the class without exception

Acts 17:31x006tt EcTnoey uépav &v 1) HEAAEL KPIVELY TIV OIKOLEVV £V S1Katoshv)
v avdpl O GPIGEY, THOTIV TAPACYMY TAGY AVAGTNHGUG ADTOV £K VEKPGOV.

31 inasmuch as he hath appointed a day in whiackilhpidge the world in
righteousness by the man whom he hath ordainediewhie hath given assurance
untoall men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.

Acts 22:155t1 &om HépTuc oTd TPOS TAVTAS AVOPAOTOVES OV EDPAKAC KoL TKOVGAC.
For thou shalt be a witness for him uatbmen of what thou hast seen and heard.

Probably #2a, all, but not literally, as constraity obvious considerations:
You will be a witness unto all megmu meet of what you have seen....



Possibly #3kall kinds of men, but not necessarily inclusiveewéry individual
member of the class without exception.

1 Tim 2:1Mapakakd 0OV TpBTOV TAVTIOVY Tolsichon SENGELS, TPOGEVYAC, EVIEDEELS,
gvyaplotiog, VIEP TAVTOV AvOpOTOY,

| exhort therefore, first of all, that supplicat&rmprayers, intercessions, thanksgivings,
be made for all men;

Arminian: #1a, literally all men without any corteal restriction

Calvinist: #1b2, literally all men but with imptiecontextual restriction (all
elect)

Calvinist: #3b, all kinds but not necessarily ugive of every individual

member of the class without exception

1 Tim 2:406¢ ravtag avOpdmovg 6Erel cwbijvor kai &ig Eniyvmotv aindeiog ELOETY.
who would havell men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of thb.trut
Arminian: #1a, literally all men without any corteal restriction
Calvinist: #1b2, literally all men but with imptiecontextual restriction (all
elect)
Calvinist: #3Db, all kinds but not necessarily usi’e of every individual
member of the class without exception

1 Tim 2:60 d00¢ £EavTOV AVTIAVTPOV VTEP TAVTOV...
who gave himself a ransom fall ...
Arminian: #1a, literally all men without any cortaal restriction
Calvinist: #1b2, literally all men but with imptiecontextual restriction (all
elect)
Calvinist: #3b, all kinds, but not necessarilylusive of every individual
member of the class without exception

1 Tim 4:10¢ig todt0 Yap KOTAUEV Kai dymvilopeda, Ot NATiKapev émi Oed (DVTL, O
€0TIV COTNP TAVTOV AvOPpAOTOV, LAAOTA TICTDV.

For to this end we labor and strive, because we bav hope set on the living God,
who is the Saviour dll men, specially of them that believe.

Arminian: #1a, literally all men without any corteal restriction

Calvinist: #1b2, literally all men but with imptiecontextual restriction (all
elect)

Calvinist: #3Db, all kinds, but not necessarilylusive of every individual

member of the class without exception

Tit 2:11’Emepavn yap 1 xapig tod 600 cmTPLog Aoy avOpdmTols,
For the grace of God hath appeared, bringing Salvab all men,

Arminian: #1a, literally all men without any cortaal restriction



Calvinist: #1b2, literally all men but with imptiecontextual restriction (all
elect)

Calvinist: #3Db, all kinds, but not necessarilylusive of every individual

member of the class without exception

Section 4: Summary

There are 34 occurrences of "all men" (plural migedorm ofndc + avbpmmog in

any case, or the plural masculine forrm@€ in any case as a substantive) in the New
Testament. There are eight occurrences which raaypbn to interpretation.
Excepting the eight occurrences, the remainingé@bimences may be categorized as
follows:

1. All (literally); without exception; bar none.
a. Without contextual limits: 11 (with many more iiXK)
b. With contextual limits
i. Explicit qualification: 1 (with a few more in LXX)
ii. Implicit qualification: 1 (with none in LXX)
2. All (not literally)
a. Generally, as constrained by obvious practical icemations; all to the
extent of possibilities: 1@vith many more in LXX)
b. As hyperbole for a relatively large number or patage: Xwith none
in LXX)
3. All kinds of
a. All kinds of a given class, inclusive of every imdiual member of the
class without exception: 0 (with none in LXX)
b. All kinds of a given class, but not necessarilylusove of every
individual member of the class without excepti@(with none in
LXX)

Searches in the LXX were limited 1#6¢ + dvOpomog (plural masculine in any case)
and did not includedc as a substantive

Regarding the Calvinists' concerns, there is a t@eémonstrate that "all men" can
elsewhere mean def. #1.b.ii. (all literally, buttwimplicit qualification), or def. # 3b
(all kinds of a given class, but not necessaritjusive of every individual member).
However, these usages were rare. There is onlyodisputed example in all the
New Testament (and LXX) where "all men" had somplicit qualification to
restrict its meaning to a particular group of peopPaul's insistence that the Spirit's
gifts are distributed to all (i.e., to all the péopf the Church). On the other hand,
there are no undisputed examples in the New Tesiiaoné XX where "all men"
means "all kinds of men." To find examples of eitbf these meanings, one would
have to extend the search bey@wfpomog to include words such as "all evil" or "all
Jerusalem," etc.

Also, the survey demonstrates that if "all men"rearbe taken in an unrestricted
literal sense (e.g., be kind to all men), the pgessioes not automatically resort to
meaning "all kinds of men." This was George Knghtistake in his New
International Greek Text Commentary when he assigne following five passages
to mean "all kinds of men" on the basis that theyld not have an unrestricted literal



sense: Rom 12:17, 18; 2 Cor 3:2; Phil 4:5; 1 Thé$§ (115). Instead, these
occurrences are not to be taken literally, butcarestrained by the extent of
possibilities: be kind to all people (whosoeveu yoeet).

Regarding the Arminian's concerns, the survey destnates that there is at least one
instance in which an implied context can resthet meaning of "all people" to mean
"all people of a given class" (cf. the example abof/the Spirit's distribution of gifts
to all people [of the Church]). Thus, in theamytext can read "all men" without any
other qualification, but whose context impliesraitation.

Ultimately, exegetes must not impose into a texamiregs which are merely possible.
Robert E. Picirilli writes in hi€race, Faith and Free Will: Contrasting Views of
Salvation, "All of us who handle God's Word do well to renmtsmthat we do not
honor him with our interpretive ingenuity but wighbmission to what He says. To
say, even to show, that a given statencantbe interpreted in a certain way does us
no credit at all. The question is always not whatwordscan mean but what thego
mean, here" (137)

With this statement in mind, one should prayerfodlgonsider the disputed texts,
especially 1 Tim 2:1-6

| urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayergrcession and
thanksgiving be made feweryone— for kings and all those in
authority, that we may live peaceful and quietdive all godliness and
holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Sawluw, wantsall men
to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the.t&kbr there is one
God and one mediator between God and men, the mast Gesus,
6who gave himself as a ransom &irmen—the testimony given in its
proper time.

The pertinent question to ask is, is there anytimripe text which suggests that Paul
wants his readers to pray for some people andthet® that God wants some men to
be saved and not others, or that Jesus gave hifossldme men (" the few") and not
others ("the many;" cf. Mark 10:45)? If there amesuch contextual clues for this
sort of limitation of "all men," then one needsdentify the ulterior reasons for
interpreting the text in such a limiting manner.



